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The SPEAKER took the
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

Chair at

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: By-laws

of the Gingin Road Board.
By the Premier: Report of the Com-

missioner of Police for the year ending
30th June, 1913.

PETITION-UNIVERSITY -SITE.
Mr. ALLEN (West Perth) presented

a petition, signed by the mayor aid coun-
cillors of Perth, prayinig that a previous
petition in behalf of Convocation of the
University of Western Aulstralia praying
,that a portion of King's Park be set
apart for the University be not granted.

Petition received and read, and ordered
to be printed.

QUESTION-JOURNAL OF AGRI-
CULTURE.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Mlin-
ister for Agriculture: 1, What was the
nets cost to the State of the Journal of
Agriculture, after deducting receipts
from advertisements, etc., during the 12
months immediately prior to the discon-
tinuance of its publication by the Liberal
Government! 2, In view of the fact that
our farmers have to contend with special
problems in the various agicultural dis-
trictsof the State, requiring constant ad-
vice and guidance from the professional
officers of the Agricultural Department,
is it the intention of the Government to
again issue the Journal of Agriculture
monthly, with the object of bringing that
department into closer and more regular
touch with the producers, and of making

the special knowledge and assistance of
the experts more freely available to our
settlers? 3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICTJL-
TUBE replied: 1, £434 16s. 7d. The
Journal ceased issue with the September
number for 1909, and consequently the
figures for the financial year immediately
preceding its discontinuance, and for the
three months ending September are given,
namely 15 months in all. 2, The matter
is receiving consideration. 3, Answered
by No. 2.

HILL-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Introduced by the Premier and read a

first time.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 3). £687,770.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
moved-

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
resolutions from the Committees of
Supply and Ways and Iiealls to be re-
ported and adopted on the same day
on 'which they shall have passed those
committees, and also the passing of a
Supply Bill through all its stages in
one day.
Question passed.

Message.
Message from the Governor received

and read recommending appropriation in
connection with the Bill.

Ila Committee of Supvply.
The House having resolved into Com-

mittee of Supply, Mn. Holman in the
Chair,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
moved-

That there be granted to His Majesty
on account of the services or the year
ending 390th June, 1914, a sum not
exceeding £687,770.

It was not necessary to make any state-
ment to the Committee except to say that
this was in accordance with the Revenue
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Estimates which had been introduced and
to somne extent already considered by the
Assembly. He had hoped that those Es-
timates would have been dealt with finally
ere this, so that it would not have been
necessary to ask for further supply.

Hon. Frank Wilson: flow much have
you bad already? Can you give us the
total?7

The PREMIER: As it happened, he
had not made uip the totals. However,
this was in accordance with the Esti-
miates, and the expenditure might be
greater or less than the proportion i n
accordance with the total amount for the
year. In any case this supply was in
accordance with the Estimates as pre-
sented. 'When those Estimates were
finally adopted it would he necessary to
keep within the authorisation of Parlia-
ment. The supply asked for was for the
purpose of carrying on, pending the
passing of the Estimates.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : Of
course he had not the slightest intention
of objecting to the Treasurer obtaining
necessary f unds.

The Premier: You usually do.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That was
not so- Possibly he had objected to the
way in which the Treasurer spent the
money, but certainly not to the way in
which he got it, except, perhaps, when
the Treasurer wanted to raise it by taxa-
tion, -whichi might be inequitable in its
operation. He thought the Treasurer
ought to be prepared to give the Commit-
tee a little more information. When he
(Hon. F. Wilson) was privileged to ask
for supplies, his friends on the Oppo-
sition benches were not so ready to grant
a vote of this description unless they
got some information as to the position
of the finances, and as to the total amount
he had already received authority for.
It was desirable that the Committee
should know the proportion this sum bore
to the public expenditure of the year.
The Treasurer had told us that it was
in accordance with the Estimates. No
doubt it was. We had already agreed
to two Snpply Bills of a total of
£1,101,370 from Revenue, and this -would
bring up the amount to £1,439,140. Pre-

sumably that was in proportion with the
Estimates.

The Premier: It is five-twelfths of the
total.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then from
Loan we had granted £1,147,760, and now
we were asked to vote £250,000 from
Loan, which meant a total of £1,397,760,
in addition to which the present Bill pro-
vided £E100,000 from Loan Suspense Ac-
count. We had not had the Loan Esti-
mates before us yet, and did not know
how the money would be expended, nor
did we know what the total amount of
those Estimates would he. Presumably
the Treasurer would spend this money
to carry out works which -were included
in last year's Estimates; if not he ought
to let hon, members know. If he was
including any extra or new works in
this expenditure it would he well to give
members an outline of the new works
and the expense to which the country
would be committed. It was all the more
necessary because we had the fact star-
ing us in the face that the Treasurer,
according to his own admission, was
financially hard up at present, and did
not know which way to turn, and with'
his recent experience on the loan market
in TLondon it was necessary to go very
carefully and cautiously to work. Thii
was not the time to spend large sums
of loan money Lavishily as the Govern-
ment had been doing during the last
two years or to spend this money when
money was exceptionally dear.

The Premier: What do you suggest,
close up work?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was not
for him to suggest to the Premier. The
Premier ought to take the Committee
into his confidence and say what he sug-
gested. He (Mr. Wilson) knew what
the Premier did, but he did not know
what the Premier suggested because he
was not in his confidence, lHe knew the
Premier would borrow at any price,
according to his own words, and on any
terms to carry out his proposals.

The Premier: That is what you said.
Hon. PRANK WILSON: No, the

Premier said he would have money at
any price and he was now getting money
at any price.
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The Premier: I wish you would remem-
ber sometimes to keel, near the truth.

Hlon. FRANK WILSON: That was anl
offensive rem-ark, and if the Premier had
any' sense of decency hie would withdraw
it. The Premier had no right to conic
to the House-

Mr. Underwvood: You are hot Stuff
Oil decency.

Hon. FIL N Ii WILSON: C'omp1 ared
with tile lion, member, lie should think
he was. The Premier came to the House
and said, "Here is the Bill; I do not
think it is necessary to give any infor-

The Premier: You are the only leader
of anl Opposition in Australia who would
ask for it with the Estimates before the
Chamber.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nonsense.
The Premier: I say so absolutely.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Esti-

mates of loan expenditure were not be-
fore the Chamber, and be wanted to
know what the million and a half of
loan money would be expended on. Would
there be new works; was it intended to
carry out works already in progress
which were provided for on last year's
Estimates. These questions were fit and
psoper ones to ptit to the Premier before
being asked to pass this motion. The
Premier should give some informnation onl
the subject.

The PREMIER: In the first place the
attitude adopted by the leader of the
Opposition ever since the present Gov-
ermnent bad been in offie wvas one which
lent colour to the fadt that he was not
desirous of knowing exactly the condi-
tion of the finances so much as lie was
desirous of attempting to prevent busi-
ness of this nature from being passed.
He could draw attention to numerous in-
stancif. In connection wvith the Federal
Government with a majorityv of one and
depending onl the Speaker to keen thlenm
iii power, there had been no inch ntl ion
on the part of the Opposition to detain
the Oqvernmenl wvhen they asked for
Supply. hut depenided onl the Estimates
as all 'Parliaments did to decide how
the money should be expended. The
leader of the Opposition knew that this
was merely a temporary supply and that

the whole of it would be covered even-
tually by the Appropriation Bill, so far
as revenue was concerned by the Esti-
maotes now before hon. members and the
Only other items representing expenditure
tinder file Loan Act. He was nlot in a
ponsitioni to say what new wvorks were in
]land. He would guarantee that there
were new wvorks in hland, and that the
G~overnment were not standing still.

Hot'. Frank Wilson : Tell us what they.
are.

The PREM11IER: There were Water
suplplies in all parts of the State. The
Government were keeping within these
votes. The Government were construct-
inig new railways. These were new works.
but did not represent new expenditure.

H on. Frank Wilson : What about the
£100,000 from Loan Suspense Account?

The PREMIER: That was for finane-
jug9 thle Agricultural Bank and the
\Vorkers' Homes board. Did the hon.
member object to that?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did not you
tell us so before?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
stated that lie wanted to stop this exv-
peuditure of money, and he would like
to know in what way the leader of the
Opposition was prepared to do that.
The holt. member, however, merely made
a bald statement. At Geraldton the other
day lie was talking about extravagane
in, connection wvith the Government's
finance.

Mr. Male: Was not it true?
Thle PREMIER: And the hon. member

forgot that the electors were aware that
lie had put about a dozen railway Bills
through P'arliament prior to the last ekce-
lio 1. The electors knlew that lie could
only coustnict these railways by the ex-
penditure of nioney, alid the Government
had not been able to construct them all
yet, "Id thle electors knewv that thle
late Gov'ernmient were not in earnest or
that they never intended to conatyna
these railways. This was mnerely oppo-
silioll onl $ le part of the bell.mme
who had nto concern abo at the condition
of the money market. The lion. member
attributed to him a statement that he
would get money at any price. He had
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never made such a statement, and he chal-
lenged the hon. member to produce it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I wilt produce
it.

Mr. Carpenter: The reporter made you
say so.

The PREMIER: Let the hon. member
produce it. According to iMr. Teece he
was responsible for the Bank of England
rate going up to 5 per cent. Mr. Teece
forgot that in 1906 when there were
Liberal Administrations throughout Aus-
tralia the Bank of England rate went
up to 3 per cent. Evidently he (the
Premier) was of more importance to the
community than lie thought he was. But
this gave an idea of the absurdity of the
statements one heard. The leader of the
Opposition was not satisfied to make
absurd statements on the public platformi
where one could not reach him at the
time, but repeated them in Parliament.
Hie would not pursue the matter any fur-
ther. The amounts were in accordance
with the Estimates at present before the
Chamber and with the loan authorisation
obtained last session.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You did not ex-
plain that.

The PREMIER: It did not need ex-
plaining. The hon. member knew that
the Government could not exceed that
anthorisation. The Government did not
intend to stand still. but intended to
complete the works anthorised. From
the point of view of new expenditure
there was little or none asked for in
connection either with the amounts from
Loan Fund or from Loan Suspense
Account.

Hop. FRANK WILSON : The Pre-
mier as usual waxed wroth and attemupt-
ed to bluff the Committee with the state-
mnent that he wvas attacking the vote. The
Premier was a postmaster in the art of
secrecy as everyone knew, but it had cost
him rather dearly at the recent Gerald-
ton election. The Premier had lost his
Whip and now he was losing his temper.

The Premier : I have not lost the
crack.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, the Pre-
mier was alt sound; now he was losing
his temper. The Premier said he was

carrying out railways which the leader
of the Opposition left him to build and
then thie Premier had accused him of ex-
travagance. He accused the Premier of
extravagance, not in carrying out works
for which the previous Government pas-
sed measures, but in connection with the
money he expended on those works. His
railways were costing hundreds of
pounds a mile more to construct than
those constructed by the previous Gov-
ernment. During the last 12 months rail-
ways had cost £1,000 a mile more.

The Premier : We will give you all you
want about railways on the Estimates.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mnier was very modest in his expressions
and should attempt to give some infor-
mation instead of bluffing hon. members.
The Premier was extravagant and his-
friends backed him up in that extravag-
ance, extravagance 'which would cost this
country very, dearly in the end.

Mr. Bol1ton : Do not lose your tem-
per, old chap.

lon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier said he must be of more importance
than he thought he was. The position was
important, but personally the Premier
was not of much importance excepting
that bie was showing how badly the firi-
anees of this country could be adminis-
tered. The Premier was paying an in-
creased price for money and had helped
to increase the price of money in Aus-
tralia by rushing on to the local market
wvith his loans. Any financial man would
tell him that. The Premier was not ab-
solutely responsible for the whole of the
increased price.

The Premier : I had to meet som@ you
put on the market to get over temporary
advances.

flon. FRANK WILSON : The Premier
had rushed the money market in Austra-
lia, and every time he had been in the
van to raise money in Australia, and he
now had to pay for his extravagance.

The Premier What about your
£650.000 7

Hop. FRANK WILSON : That was a
renewal of a previous Labour Adminis-
tration's Treasury bills, or £500,000 of
it was.
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The Premier : -1 did not add another
£150,000 as you did.

Hon. FRANKC WILSON : Why did not
the Premier do so 9

The Premier : I do not agree with
your methods.

lion. P RANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier bad added seven millions to the pub-
lic debt. Why should not he add another
£C150,000 7

The Premier : By short-dated Treas-
ury hills I

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Yes.
The Premier : You were in financial

difficulties.
Mr, Bolton : flard pushed.
flon. FRANK WILSON : The Pre-

mier would be bard pushed before he was
finished. To talk about his (11r. Wil-
son's) extravagance was to talk like a
school-boy. The Premier had borrowed
3sevea millions of money, and in-
creased the national debt by £12 a
head in two years and then attempted
to talk to him about his finances. The
Premier would condemn him to outer
dptrkness for all time if he had financed
the State as he himself had done it, and
he knew that was so. The Premier
pleaded that he could not expend money
without authorisation, but did not hon.
members know that he was always doing
that I What was the £100.000 that the
Premier wanted from Loan Suspense Ac-
count 7 He dared say it was expenditure
whicsh had already taken place. The Pre-
mier bought the steamers without an-
thorisation from Parliament.

The Premier : That is not correct.
Rfon. FRANK WILSON : It was ab-

volutely correct. The Premier was a[-
ways spending money without authorisa-
tion. 4F~e committed the country to ex-
pendliture on s-awmnills without authori-
satioxi.

The Premiier : That is not correct
either.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier wfts doing this, and every Govern-
ment must do it, though not to the same
extent and not in the same direction as
the present Government did.

The Premier : That is the difference.

lion. FRANK WILSON : Yes, it was
all the difference in the world. No one
took exception to work which was al-
ready in progress being carried on. Al-
thouLgh the funds were not authorised by
Parliament Parliament 'knew about the
work, but when the Premier launched out
into new and speculative ventures it was
necessary for someone to take-heed how
the money was being expended, and ask
for these explanations. It was the first
time he had heard any Premier occupy-
ing such a responsible position objecting
to heing questioned as to his financial
proposals. The Premier said this was
not done in the Federal Parliament, well
knowing that his statement was wrong.
It was dune in every Parliament. If the
Premier turned lip Hansard he would find
that so long as the Labour party occu-
pied the Opposition benches in this House.
they queried every request by the pre-
vious Government for Supply and asked
for information on every point, so much
so that it became necessary to put a
schedule to the Supply Bill on more than
one occasion in order to give the infor-
mation. When he nowv asked the Pre-
mier for an explanation as to whether
new works aot already authorised byPar-
liament were proposed in connection with
this expenditure he was entitled to a cour-
teous and gentlemanly reply instead of a
bitter personal attack. He did not care
twopence for the Premier 's personal at-
tuck, hecause he could always respond to
that as he had had pleasure in responding
at Gcraldton the other night when the
Premier was telling pleasing, yarns as to
what he (Mr. Wilson) had done and the
Attorney General was airing his elo-
quence somewhat luridly to the people.

The Premier : You had a very poor
attendance.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There were
just as many at his meeting as at the
Premier's. The only thing was that be
(Mr. Wilson) was speaking in a large
hall and the Premier was speaking in a
small hall, However, he (Mr. Wilson)
had the intelligence of the winole of the
district at his meeting and he convinced
the people that what the Premier was tel-
ling the public in the tin ball on the jetty
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was wrong. The charges which the Pre-
mier was making were brought up to him
(Mr. Wilson) and answered on the spot,
and he proved the Premier to be in error.
He was sorry the Premier was very often
wilfully in error.

Ur. E. B. Johnston: You made most
scandalous statements.

H~on. FRAN K WILSON: No, they
were truthful statements, and hie made
truthful statements on all occasions. The
hon. member was judging him (Mr. Wil-
son) by his own standard. He did not
know if memibers were satisfied with the
Premier's explanation, as hie ealled it, of
the proposed expenditure, but he (Mr.
Wilson) was not satisfied altogether. He
accepted the statement that the Premier
proposed only to carry on such works as
already had been authorised by Parlia-
'nent. Hle asked again what were (ie
absolutely new works not already con-
sidered by Parliament, on which it was
proposed to expend money. If there were
none let members know, but if there were
new works members were entitled to know
what they were. There might be 50 dif-
feet works not in progress. There
might be railways whiich had been sanc-
tioned by Parliament, and not yet started.
The expenditure on these works was justi-
fiable until the Estimates had been passed.
But it was not justifiable to purchase new
steamers without Parliament knowing, Or
starting new sawmills with moneys passed
in a Supply Bill like the present without
Parliament knowing such was the case.
Tt was not justifiable to start a new har-
bour ait Bunhury without word from the
Premier, although the Premier had pro-
mised s.uch works if the finances allowed.
it was no] justifiable to commence the
hiarbour at Geraldton as the Premier had
pi-omised. and then the promise was with-
held if a mnember was returned who would
not support the Government. Those were
the lines on which he asked for informa-
tion and lie dlid so respectfully.

The Premier: There is no respect in
it. You never stick to the truth.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Mr. Chair.
man!

The Premier: I withdraw.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Whatever
his opponents said of him they did not
accuse him of lying as a rule.

The Premier: Yes, as a rule!1
'ihe CHAIRMAN : The hon. member

had withdrawn the statement.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Probably

the Premier, without any heat, would give
the information which would enable the
Supply Bill to go through. He would no
doubt tell members if there were any new
underiakings included in the Supply Bill.
If nor. then it was all right.

The Premier: If there are, what then?
bitn. FRANK WILSON: Then mem-

hers would want to know something about
theni.

The PRlE' IER: It was highly amus-
Big to hear the leader of the Opposition,
evidentlly bioyed up h w the win lie had-
had or OcraldIton. by the casting of a
number of illegal votes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I think that re-c
mark ought to be withdrawn -"casting of
illegal votes."

Mr. Bolton: Who did he accusel
Hon. Frank Wilson: The Liberals of

eouirse. "iof the win we have had." I ask
thant the remark be withdrawn. %

Thie CHAIRMAN: I do not think it
is a reflection on niq member of the
House.

Honi. Frank 'Wilson: It is a reflection
on members sitting here.

The CHAIRMUAN:- rrhe Premier may
have knowledge that we have not, It is
no reflection on members of the House.

Hzon. Frank Wilson: I was in the
thick of the election.

The CHAIRMIAN: But the leader of
the Opposition did not record a vote.

The PREMIER: The leader oi the
Op position. buoyed up by the Tesuilt Of
thie election. deiirous or being heard by
the ILiberals Of the State, has stared to
discuIss the Snpply Bill, yet on nearly
every nr~easinn in every Parliament of
Australia. and even in the Parliament
where the Government was dependent on
the Sneaker's vote, a Supply P~ill was
passed without discussion. He (the Pre-
mier) did not propose oni every occasion
that hie carne to Parliament for rapply, to
give a Butdret spechC1. SnLIpl wag asked
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for from time to time as the authority of
Parliament became exhausted, and natur-
ally, he had to come to Parliament and
ask for that supply. With regard to the
statement that he went to Geraldton and
promised the construction of a harbour
there, that was absolutely a mis-statement.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Read the Press
reports.

The PREMIER: No such statement
was made by him at Geraldton. He had
refrained from making any statement in
regard to works that were under construc-
tion or any proposed works. He had the
information in his pocket and could have
made reference to what it was proposed
to do to the Geraldton Harohur so as to
deal with this year's harvest, but he re-
trained from saying anything, because if
the Government desired the electors to re-
turn a member to support the Govern-
ment it shouild be on the general policy
of the Oovernment, not onl the question
of roads and bridges as the deputy leader
in another place spoke. In regard to the
statement made by the leader of the Op-
position that he, the Premier, made refer-
ence to the Geraldton Harbour, he had to
say he did not, except in this way, that
Geraldton, Fremantle, Bunhury, Albany,
all our ports, had been neglected in the
past, and the Government were up against
a pretty stiff proposition to provide the
facilities for each of the harbouirs-and
thiere he stopped. He never even left the
impression that it was proposed to do
anythinig with regard to harbour facili-
ties at Geraldton. Therefore he hoped the
leader of the Opposition would stand
corrected.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- I do not.

The PREMIER: That was the posi-
tion. The hon. member could look up the
papers as much as he liked. He (the
Premier) knew what he had stated. In
any ease, that matter had no bearing on
the point uinder discussion. There was
nothing in the Bill dealing with Gerald-
ton particularly. It dealt with the gen-
eral progress of the State, and the leader
of the Opposition must admit that the
people were to-day enjoying better pros-
perity than at any time in the history of

1971

the State, by the wise expenditure of pub-
lic funds granted by Parliament.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.

Ways and Means.

The House having resolved into a Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, Air. Holman
in the Chair,

The PREMIER moved-

That towards making good the sup-
piy granted to His Majesty for the ser-
vices of the year ended 30th Jtune,
1914, a sum not excceeding £.337,770 be
granled from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, £250,000 from the moneys to the
credit of the General Loan Fund, and
from the Loan Suspense Account
£2100,000.
Question passed.
Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.
Suvpply Bill introduced, etcetera.

Iti pursuance of the foregoing resolu-
tions, Supply Bill introduced, passed
through all its stages end transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ANYNUAL ESTIMTATES-1913-14.

Tn t omnmittee of Supply.
Resumed from the 14th November;

Mr. Holman in the Chair.

Department of Attorney General (Hon.
T. Walker, Minister).

Vote-Crown Law Offices, £617,602:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker): The Crown Law Depart-
ment is one which occasions very little
excitement, and I take it that in its Esti-
mates there is not much which wvill be of
a debatable character, It is probable
that my friends opposite may have some-
thing- to say when we reach the Electoral
Department, but I do not think it is es-
sential that I should anticipate any de-
bate on the items. With a view of econo-
mising time, I propose to be as brief as
possible. I may remark that my friend
the leader of the Opposition a little time
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ago, when deba ting somec matter in the
Chamber, stated that even the Crown
Law Denartinent showed anl increase. It
is true that the Department shows an in-
erease of 1S.836, but that increase is due
in the main to £14,450-a sum of money
required to anticipate the cost of the
Legzislative Council Elections which will
take place in May next, and to anticipate
also a possible Local Option poll in
Iiarch. of next year. There is a sum of
£3,081 which represents a saving 'we
effected last year. That amount was
saved by the study of economy to thie itt-
most possible extent, consistent with effi-
ciency of administration. Of course we
cannot anticipate that we shall save a
similar sumi this year, but there can be
no question that wherever it is possible
to effect economies, that will be done. In
the meantime we have not -asked for more
titan we asked last year. In fact, we
show a lesser sum upon the Estimates
than was asked for in the total last year.
For instance, last year wye had on our
Estimates £78,653, whereas we only
spent, of that amount, £72,798, so that,
taking off the £14,450 necessary to meet
the expenses of the Legislative Council
elections, and of possibly a Loeal Option
poll, the Estimales show that this year
we arc asking less than we asked for last
year. I venture to think that is a very
creditable position. In the -Crown Law
Offices proper an increase is shown of
£351. That increase represents salaries,
and it is simply due to the fact, as I have
said before, that we did not spend last
year all that we were authorised to spend.
We are granting automatic increases to
officers who are paid tinder £204, and the
excess here is £114. Last year some pay-
ments. were undermade, and in that dimee-
tion now we have an increment of £E216.
The actual increase is only £276, and that
is for increased work. We have provided
£200 for emergencies, and possibly this
suim -will not all be required, but we are
at all events compelled to make that pro-
vision. There is ain increase, too, in
"Contingencies," and "Mfiscellaneious" of
£C528 over the actual expenditure of last
year, bnt only on the expenditure of last
year. The only increase, as a matter of
fact, is inl connection with the item

-'Workers' Compensation Fund." There-
fore there is no actual increment in the
cost of the administration of the depart-
ment. I may say of the Crown Law De-
partment that the work compares exceed-
ingly favourably in volume with that of
tlie previous year. There were about the
same number of criminal matters, and, if
anything, they were slig-htly less. I can
griv particulars, if the Committee require
them. This, I think, is a symptom in the
righit direction. 'Magisterial work has
considerably increased, bitt we have re-
dirced the cost of conveyancing, owing to
the fact that all! simpler matters of con-
veyancing are now entrusted to the Agri-
cultural Department and to the Agricul-
tural Bank, and otlier offices, following
the practice that is universal in our
banks. In civil matters there is a slirht
f alling-off. There were last year 15,640
cases, as against 6,252 in the year before.
This to some may indicate that the citi-
ens are becoming more law-abiding. To
others it may appear that our cit izens
are not so confident of an ap-
peal to Jaw. There is a diminution of
work in the civil section of our courts.
In the accountancy branch wve have had
an exceedingly busy time. This item on
the Estimates will show something of the
growing prosperity of the State. Last
yer the staff dealt with accounts to
the amount of £1,392,260, as against
X1.051,900 of the previous year. The
District Court work too, has improved,
and we have an increase of £100,593, as
compared with £82,382 of the previous
year. In the Revenue department the
fimires. are £103.223, as against £65,665
of the previous year, and the expenditure
in this department has been reduced-
and I want the leader of the Opposition
to note thisfrom £V1,600 to £72,789.

Hion. Frank Wilson: Which staff was
that?7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
accountancy staff, and the reduction of
the expenditure was due to improved
methods of administration. I can give
lie lion, member details, if he desires

them, when we reach the items. I pre-
sume the Electoral Department, which
comes under the shelter of the Snpreme
Court and the Crown Law Department,
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may meet with some criticism, but I do
not know that I ought to anticipate it.
All I can say is that tllat department has
been zealously and, 1 consider, efficiently
ant lionourably worked in the best inter-
ests of the electors of the State.
Of course this will be a more
expensive department this year than
it was last year, due to what we may
expeci will happen in 1914. There is a
sum of £8,000 set aside for the taking of
the Local Option poll. Tf this poll be
taken in 10)15, instead of 1914, then that
sum or money will be saved to the State
for next yiar. The increase in my Esti-
mates for this year, withl the exception
of the automatic payment to salaried offi-
cers due to the regulations, and some in-
creases in salaries oil account of classqifi-
ratlons, are due to the anticipated elee-
tions next year. it must be. satisfactory
to lion. members to learn of the extremely
busy slate the Land Titles Office is in.
That office is more or less the pulse which
indicates the national health. The bunsi-
ness transactions there being healthy.
show that the country is not standing,
nd that there is a genuine and keen en-
terprise in dealing wvith property, in
transfers from hland to hanid, and in
niaturall exchange, which is always a
symptom of prosperity. Last year's
transactions in that department show a
profit; of £14,02S. That, compared with
the previous year, will give uts an idea
of the increased business. In the pre-
viouis year tbe profits were £9,341. This
is an index of the vast number and the

vleof the transactions amongst the
citizens themselves. The increment In
profits was realised in spite of the fact
that we increased our expenditure in that
oiffice from £13,076 to £14,076.

Mr. Mroore: And now it is under-
manned.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As the
lion. member says, it is still uinder-
mannei. The increment in expenditure
is due to the attempt to keep pace with
(he increase in the volume of wvork. We
have not been entirely able to cope with
it. WVe have made provision on the Esti-
mates for, an increase in salaries so that
we may cope withi that additional busi-

ness wvhich we may expect will accrue
during the coming year. Last year the
fees, including deed fees, amounted to
£28,004, as against £22,42-7 in the pre-
vious year. It is a clear mark of the
business health, if I may so say, of this
community. As to the salaries, they have
been re-arranged, and it will he noticed,
I doubt not, by those observing the Esti-
mates closely, that there is an increment
of £3,000 for clerks, but 1 do not wish
boll. members to understand that that re-
presents entirely newv clerks. The mncre-
ment! is really due in the main to tranis-
fers from the tewporary staff. lion.
members will remember that some time
ago it was resolved to 1)ut temporary
men into their positions as permanent
officers. TIhere is anl increase of £UN
paid to oficcis receiving £204, and al-
though "e have increased the clerks' vote
by £3,351, we have only effected a saving
of £1,500 on the temporary staff, and
this meets the objection of the hon. meca-
her for Irwin. Ho wvill see there that we
anticipate the interjection hie made,
namely, that wye are undermanined, and
caninot as expeditiously as; could he
'wished carry out the work in this great
and growing departmuent. Thlerefore, we
have not transferred all the temporar 'y
officers to tile p~ermalnent staff. fIt other
Nvords, we have madte provision for get-
ting increased assistance as the business
makes it necessary, and we have provided
no less than £2,000 to meet this difficulty.
We are paying at the present time only
£.1,200, but in anticipation of anl increase
and in order to get level with the work.
this sum of £;2,000 has been provided. I
think it is scarcely necessary to drawv the
attention of lion. members in any special
manner to the magistracy. It is going
along onl the usuial routine, and there is
nothing that I have to say on that sub-
ject. As to clerk-s of court, the Esti-
mates shlow anl incerease of expenditure
dne in the main to two new items. Moora
and Sandstone. Our effort has been, and
will be, to as far as possible, distribute
the administration of justice and estah-
lish new courts wherever tlmee are deemed
to be necessary, and only the limitation
of funds prevents us already acceding
to the requests that come fo me from-new
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centres of population all over the State
for new court houses and their accessories.
WTe have increased the expenditure, how-
ever, by these two establishments at
Mloors and Sandstone. There is one m-
crease of £42 to a junior, and the balance
of the apparent increase-which is not an
actual increase--is due to the fact that
last year we saved no less a sum than
£1,298 by not filling vacancies where we
could keep the machinery going without
doing any specific injustice. There is an
item onl the Estimates which bon. mem-
bers may want to know the meaning of,
that is, £50 for court houses. That is only
a sum placed there annually for the pur-
pose of meeting contingencies of this
description. A magistrate comes into a
new township and the buildings usually
available for a court of justice are not
available; a new building has to be found
and temporarily furnished; in the hiring
of furniture, expenses of an unforeseen
character arise, and we have provided
this modest sum of £50 for that purpose.
In the Supreme Court there is a decrease
this year of £167, but there is a n
crease in the central office of £430. This
increase is due simply to the fact that
provision had to'be made for the long
service leave of the deputy registrar and
taxing master. I am hastening through
these matters with as, little elaboration
as possible in order that we may get more
directly to the debate on the items. In
the sheriff's office there is a decrease of
£C538, due to the fact that the sheriff was
retired, and we have not replaced him up
to date, The work in the central office
has varied little from that in the previous
year. There were 126 writs issued as
against 139 ini the previous year,7 and
2.9)10f bills of sale registered as against
2,213 in the year previous. The business
in that part of tile Supreme Court is
normal and healthy. In the Official Re-
.ceiver's office there is an apparent saving
of £3S4, but this is only an apparent sav-
ing, because last year the Official Re-
ceiver had his long service leave and,
according to cnstomn, his salary is paid in
advance. $In such event it has not to be
raid this year- In the office of the Cura-
tor of Inteltate Estates there is an in-

crease of £C206, and this is also due to
the fact that for portion of the previous
year the position was occupied by an offi-
cer on the temporary staff, who has now
been put into a permanent position. I
do not think hon. members wish for any
further details on the general introduc-
tion of the Estimates, and as I am
anxious that we shall have free, frank,
and fair discussion when the items are
reached, I move the first item.

Ron. FRANK WILSON - (Susse)
One could quite agree with the Attorney
General that this was not a department
which one could enthuse about, nor could
very strong exception be taken to the
votes included in this portion of the Esti-
mates. Members knew that the Under
Secretary for Law was a man who was
renowned for his economical ideas of ad-
ministration. Raving had some little ex-
perience of Mr. Hampton, he could hon-
estly say that he had never met a man
who was keener in watching expenditure
than that gentleman was, and although
he had on many occasions been dubbed
mean, perhaps offensively by some who
wanted to get something they could Liot
persuade him to grant, yet he desired to-
take this opportunity of saying that there-
was a vast deal of difference between a
man who was careful in the expenditure
of public funds-indeed we wanted mote
of them, and Ministers might take exam-
ple in this respect from their subordinate
-and a man who exercised meanness in
his own individual transactions. Thera-
fore, he commnended the Under Secretary
for Law for what was termed meanness
when he was administering the financial
affairs of his department. He did not
propose, at this stage at any rate, as the
Attorney General suggested members (if
the Opposition might wish, to criticise the
Electoral Department in view of what
had happened at Geraldton. Some ques-
tions were being asked and information
being obtained in another place, and it
would be time enough when that infor-
mation was given to criticise, if neces-
sary, any laxity on the part of the de-
partment. It was gratifying to know
that the Land Titles Office bad been so
busy during the past twelve months, andi
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be could have understood a Liberal At-
torney General using the language which
the Minister had used this afternoon.
The Attorney General had said that he
was pleased that so much activity hadl
been shown in the tlansfers of land and
property during the year, and he looked
upon it, giving the Committee his true
opinion, as a healthy sign. The Minister
called it healthy activity. Some might
term it a feverish desire to get rid of
property, but he quite agreed with the
Minister that it was a good sign, because,
even if some were anxious to unload their
property in land, yet it was evident there
were others who were equally anxious
to purchase it. That was indeed an ex-
cellent sign, but he could not understand
the Attorney Geueral being delighted,
when he knew that a good portion of the
revenue of the department came from
transfers of agricultural lands held under
conditional purchase conditions. Hon.
members knew that was against the Min-
ister's pronounced theory that land
should not be transferred at all.

The Attorney General: You do not un-
derstand it.

lion. FRANK WILSON: Ministi.rs
did not want any transfers of this des-
cription. They wanted transfers stopped,
and were tinder the impression that they
bad been stopped, yet we had the Attor-
ney General congratulating himiself upon
tho increased dealings in land and the
tuecnne so derived. The Minister had
also congratulated himself on the in-
4trec e in the bills of sale. He had never
It ..etc upon that as good business, hat
the Minister considered it a beal'ty sm.n.

The Attorney General: No, I readt two
things together.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: One wasi in-
clined to wonder where was the healthi-
ness in the fact that there were 500 more
bills of sale registered during the pact
twelve months than during the preious
year. Bills of sale usually pointed to
people being hard up and having to raise
the wind by mortgaging what they pos-
sessed.

The Attorney General: I said 126 writs
as against 130 of the previous year-. I

read these together. Generally it is nor-
mal and healthy.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The idea he
had was always to keep clear of bit's of
sale if he possibly could. He did not
like them, and as a rule bad nothing to
do with them, and certainly would only
resort to a bill of sale as a last means
of financial help if he was hard up. Tak-
ing the whole of this department he did
not know that we had much at which to
cavil. The local option poll which the
Attorney General anticipated and which
was estimated to cost some £8,000, hie
(Mr. Wilson) trusted would not take
place so that we could save that £.%000.
He did not think it was necessary to havei
it, as he anticipated that this local option
was not due until 1915 under the exist-
ing measure.

The Attorney General: In 1914 under
the existing legislation, hut if the new
Bill is carried we postpone it a year.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That meant
that we were providing the money, but
wve were asked to legislate so as not to
spend the £8,000. So far as he was con-
cernied then, he wanted the existing legis-
lation to be carried out so that this ex-
penditure would take place. He believed
the Attorney General had a good body
of officers around him, men who were
anxious to study the interests of the de-
partment as thugh it was their own.
That being so, one was entitled to com-
mend them for their attention to dultv
and for their faithfulness in looking to
economy. He hoped that the Attorney
General's anticipation in regard to some
of the expenditure not being require]I
would be fulfilled, and did so more
on behalf of the Treasurer than on his
own behalf. It was to be hoped that at!
the Treasurer's colleagues would assisit
him in the matter of saving money where-
ever possible. The majority of electors
were beginning to look with extreme anx-
iety at the way the State was sp~ending-
money at the present juncture and, at-
though we did not feel the pinch just
now, it would come as surely as fate. It
was only a question of a year or two and
the extravagance of the past two years
would be felt very severely indeed.
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.Hon. W. C. Anprwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Would not you like it to be ex-
travagant; it is genuine expenditure.

Hon. 'FRANK WILSON: One had
never come across a body of men who
wvere so utterly extravagant as the pre-
.sent Ministry, and he was commending
Ihe Attorney General for putting the
brake on somewhat, and for his endeavour
to instil somne ideas of economy into his
colleagues who, at any rate, were the
greatest spendthrifts this country had
ever seen.

Vote put and passed.
Vot e-E lect oral, £18,951:
Item, Chief Electoral Officer, £C482:
11on. J. MITCHELL: In view of the

responsibility attaching to the position
occupied by the Chief Electoral Officer
one would think that some of tile in-
crease of £14.4.50 shown in this depart-
men might he in the way of an addition to
his salary. Upon01 this officer rested the
administration of this important depart-
inent. and it was never so important to
the State as at present. As thie State
grew the Chief Electoral Officer .s respon-
sibilities increased. We had to trust to
him to see that the rolls were kept up to
date, and an officer having such respon-
sibilitv and with his work fairly well
done should receive some consideration
when the next Estimates were brought
down. He should be paid fairly for the
responsibility we' thrust upon him. The
Attorney General knew there were many
complaints to-day about the state of the
rolls and of names that ought not to be
there.

MNr. O'Logilem: We have reason to
cornplaini.

The Attorney General: 'W here do the
complaints come from?9

H1on. J, MITCHELL: From himself
and from members sitting on this side
and from memibers sitting opposite if they
did their duty. Hle had no doubt the
Attorney General had had complaints
made to him and that the addresses whieh
appeared on the electoral roll of Gerald-
ton would cause him to make inquiry.
The same inight apply to all our rolls.
These were small matters of detail which
should be looked to, and for which we

were entitled to hold a Chief Electora
Officer responsible. However, no daub-
the fact that there had been some dis
cussion on this matter lately would maki
the Chief Electoral Officer and thi
officers serving "ider him more earefu
in future, Re had njothing to say agains'
Mr. Stenberg and believed he was a ver3
excellent officer, needing only the loya
support of his Minister to see that thi
Officers throughout the country did theii
work thoroughly. Ile did not want or
this item to discuss the method of col
lecting claim cards, but there seemed t4n
be room for improvement. Claim card:
were not always transmitted to the Chie.
Electoral Officer as speedily as possible
It was to he hoped the Attorney Genera
would see into the mnatter of the delai
which often took place. He merely rosn
to point out that £C482 was an inadequtn
salary for an officer controlling such ai
important department and having suet
respomi sibili ty.

The ATTORNEYV GENERAL: It wa:
quite -right to say that the office of thi
Chief Electoral Officer was a very imi
portant one, and one that required assidu
ous attention and ability. This office:
had to light some of the quickest witte(
and sometimes the most unscrupulous o:
persons; he had to be constantly on th.
alert in regard to accusations of a mos
unfounded character that were blowint
about concerning stuffing of rolls and th.
influences of the party in power upon th
electoral machinery for political pur
poses.

Ron. J. Mitchell: We used to hea
that, bitt we do not now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Th
lion. member lived at Northam. Did h
have thie last issue of the Northam papex
the proprietor and editor of which was
inember of another place! I n the las
issue of that paper the accusation wa
distinctly made against the electora
officer that he used one class of actioil
one species of conduct towards the Lit
erals, and quite another towards th
Labourites who supported the presen
Government, and the inference was the
he used the electoral machinery for th
purpose of carrying out unjustly ani
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dishonourably the interests of the party
in power.

Mir, O'Loghlen: Can you take action
against that paper?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
he hoped would happen and 'what he
would advise, if lie could do so from his
place in this House, was that the elec-
toral officer would take action, as it was
a serious matter, against the writer and
publisher of that article.

Mr, Turvey: What article was it?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It had

appeared in the Northarn Advertiser.
Hon. J. Mitchell: Are. you referring

to the Fremantle incident?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not at

all. There had been several items a bso-
lutely untruthful and absolutely perverse,
and he could hardly understand an hon-
ourable man lending himself to the
accusations that had been hurled about,

Mr. O'Loghilen: Blind prejudice.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We

would call it blind prejudice. The elec-
toral officer had to contend with all kind:,
of folly from the highest places in the
land. We had been led to believe that
that other place was of Olympian purity,
in other words that that place had no
party, no passion, and none of those
weaker and human motives which some-
times might be permiitted to stir the mem-
bers of this Assembly-

Hon. J. Mitchell : Surely they are
permitted to inquire and ask questions ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Hon.
members should be told what was done
in that place, showing one of the things
with which the Chief Electoral Officer and
those associated with him had to con-
tend. Another place passed a resolution
that-

In the opinion of this House it is de-
sirable that instructions he given to the
Chief Electoral Officer that in compil-
ing new rolls for the Legislative Coun-
cil provinces the names of all persons
who are shown by the munnicipal or
road board lists to possess the neces-
sary qualifications be placed on the
new rolls-
Hon. J. Mitchell : That is surely

reasonable.

Mt~r. E. B. Johnston: It is an illegal
instruction.

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Chief Electoral Officer had to contend
against this stupendous and, he said it
with all respect, magnificent ignorance.
It was absolute ignorance,

Hlon. J. Mitchell . To whom are you
referring q

The A'rTOTNTY GENERAL: To all
who endorsed that resolution.

-Mr. Male : It is a reflection on mnem-
bers of another place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
not all a reflection on them. In the first
place 'he hon. member, himself a great
constitutional authority-

lion. J. Mlitchell : Certainly.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL; Knew

that that body had no right to interfere
With the executive functions Of govern-
ment.

Hon. J, Kitchell : They have a right
to express an opialon.

The ATTORNKEY GENERAL: But
they had no right to give orders to in-
strict the Chief Electoral Officer. They
arrogated in a resolution of this kind a
power that had no place in the Constitu-
tion. It was indecent, it was forgetful
of their power. Supposing they had the
power, and had given this instruction,
and the Electoral Oficmer had carried it
out, if this had been done and the muni-
cipal council and roads boards rolls had
been taken as lists of qualified voters for
the Legislative Council, this would have
happened : The late Dr. Haynes, whose
funeral hie had regretfully and sorrow-
fully attended, would have been qualified
for a place on the East Province roll. To
go still further, Beatrice Day, an actress
who had never lived in the State, would
have gone on the South-East Province
roll. Again, Mr. Ellerlon Brown, who
had been living in Tasmania for years,
would have gone on the roll. The order
was to put these men and women on the
roll, and that order had been given by
the Legislative Council, The Chief E lec-
toral Officer had to contend against such
arrogant instructions as these, to put
dead men and absentee actresses and re-
sidents in Tnsniania on the rolls. Mfore-
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over, there 'was one W. Y. Hassan ; he
did not know of what nationality that
gentleman was, but he knew that the
individual in question was o the roll
for these local bodies, and therefore if
thie Leglative. Council instruction had
been carried out, this man would have
been put oni the Metropolitan-Subuirban
roll, notwithstanding he hadl never been
naturalised. The roil would be filled with
dead people, absentee actresses, people
living abroad, and aliens of all classes
and descriptions. Under these circum-
stances it could well be understood that
a gentleman in the position of Mr. Sten-
berg requircd to be exceedingly acute.
The lion. member had said no one could
deny that 'Mr. Stenberg was an very able
officer. He (the Attorney General)
agreed with this, and appreciated that
officer's great mental abilities, his me-
thod;, his power of organ isation. Where-
ever possible he had utilised that officer's
services. Nor had the Government been
forgetful of those services, for they had,
on more than one occasion, given that
officer some special recog-nition of those
services. The hon. member had referred
to the imperfections of the Oeraldton
roll. These imperfections were to be ad-
mitted. if the Qeraldton roll had been
perfet-that it 'was not was in no wvise
ascribable to Mr. Stcnberg-there could
have been no Liberal victory there.

Mr. Allen How do you know 9
Air. Lewis :It is a very poor old vic-

tory.
The ATTORNE~Y GENERAL : It Was

not a victory at all. There had been 12
informal votes, and these were all for
Labour. Some of the postal votes cast
bad been illegal, as would subsequently
be proved.

Mfr. Allen : That happens in every
election.

The ATTORINEY GENERAL : It had
happened in this election. One of those
tiL-iting for the Liberal movement, and
who also ran theo local paper at Northanm
-a paper that lent its soft, downy influ-
ence to the bon. member and took him
under its special wing and protection-
fiad referred to a number of claims re-

ceived with imperfect addresses. This
number was not the number which an
hon. member in another place had
stated, but was 137. Some of these
claims had been made out, "Care of
V.D.G.W.IJ., (.eraldton," while others
were simply addressed ''Geraldton."
This was the total received since the pub-
lication of the roll in 1911, since thd Act
came into force. Out of that number
no fewer than 107, or 80 per cent. had
been put in,. authorised and approved by
Mr. Udy, a Liberal who was also secre-
tary for Mr. Elliott,

lion. J. Litebell: What has that to do
with it?1

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Government were accused of having
stuffed the roll and acted illegally.

Hon. J. 3iitchell: Who accused you?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As he

had previously slated, they had been
accused by a gentleman who owned the
newspaper that treadled the lion, member.
That gentleman had made the accusation
upon a public platform at Geraldton, and
it was understood that he was making
the accusation elsewhere. However, that
was no accusation against the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, or the Electoral Department.
The law provided that there should be a
scrutiny or examination by the local
officer, with whom was left the responsi-
bility of deciding the admittance or re-
jection of a claim before it was forwarded
down to the central office. The Liberal
who had aLpproved those 107 claims had
been formerly in the Electoral Depart-
nient , and notwithistanding his being an
electoral officer and a trite Liberal sup-
porting 'Mr. Elliott, his name stood upon
the roll as "lUdy, Oeraldton."

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Could we not get
a non-party man for electoral officer next
fime?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : There
were many men who wvhile true to the
colours of a r-arty could still he impartial.
There were hononrable men on both sides,
and those men could be trusted by both
sides. He was not casting any aspersion
whatever upon the electoral officer. He
could not call to mind any instance where
electoral registrars had abused their posi-
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tion. He believed we could honourably
trust our fellows with a position of that
kind. All he objected to was the same
old insinuation that the Electoral Depart-
ment was corrupt, that the machinery of
that function of State Government was
utilised to bolster up and strengthen the
party in power and to humiliate its op-
ponents. The inference was there all the
time. He objected to this inference. The
bulk of the accusations were hurled, not
for the purpose of besmirching the elec-
toral officers or the Electoral Department,
but lhe Scaddain Government. The whole
machinery used in this attack was com-
posed of. half truths and whole faults.
There was no magnanimity, no sense of
justice, no clear-cut principle of honour
in their utterances for party purposes.
He could only say for the Chief Electoral
Officer that his position had been under
consideration for a long time, and only
the fact that the Government had to deal
with the Public Service Commissioner in
accordance with the law, and the fact
that they could not spend too much
on administration, that was to say,
could not pay all in accordance
with tjieir deserts-ouly those facts
prevented a speedier recognition of
the services of the Chief Electoral
Registrar. However, those services had
already been recognised in other ways
than were shown upon the Estimates. All
appreciated the services of the Chief
Electoral Officer. The Government had
received from that officer valuable help
on important matters.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: So far as he
was concerned, he had not reflected on
the Chief Electoral Officer. When lion.
members asked the Attorney General a
question the Attorney General became
rude.

The Attorney General : Nonsense.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was not
nonqense at all.

The Attorney General :That is your
stock argument every time you get up.
Why do you not say something new

Hon. J. MITCHELL: By way of
variety he might say that the Attorney

General's impertinence, like his ignorance,
was colossal and complete.

The CHAIRMAN : Order I The hon.
member would be required to withdraw
that.

The Attorney General: It is not new,
anyhow.

Honi. J. MITCHELL : The remark
wvould he withdrawn. When the Attorney
General was asked a question the Min-
ister onght to be at least as civil as was
the questioner. He (Hon. J. Mitchell)
had said nothing against the work of the
Chief Electoral Officer, notwithstanding
which the Attorney General bad declared
that the owner of a newspaper had lev-
ellecd some abuse at Mr. Stenberg. He
(Hon. J. M3itchell) was not responsible
for anything thus said.

The Attorney General : Did I ever ac-
cuse you of being responsible 2

H-on. J. MITCHELL: Yes, the At-
torney General had endeavoured to con-
nect him with the newspaper which had
cast accusations at Mr. Stenberg. If those
accusations could be proved the Attorney
General would have to take them into
account, and if 'Mr. Stenberg was at
fanlt that officer would require to be
called upon to answer his fault. So far
as was known, Mr. Stenberg had done
his duty well and fairly. He (Hon. J.
Mfitchell) was not concerned whether the
imperfect claim cards had been sent in
by Liberal or by Labour representatives.
In such matters he had never made dis-
tinction between the two parties, nor had
he taken into consideration the politics of
the gentleman in charge of the Electoral
Department. Every' claim card should,
of course include the permanent address.
It was not sufficient to say that a man
lived at a boarding house when perhaps
there were ten such houses in the town.

Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Everyone who
had a right to be on the roll ought to he
on the roll and hie was concerned only to
have clean rolls. He was not blaming the
Chief Electoral Officer for the present
situation.
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Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Who are you blam-
ing?

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: If he blamed
anyone it would be his duty to blame the
Minister. The Minister, of course, was
not responsible for entering the names on
the roll but he was responsible for what
his officers did. It was unfortunate that
names appeared on the roll without the
proper addresses. Names appeared simi-
larly on many of the rolls but no doubt
this would be rectified. It did not matter
whether they were put on by thle gentle-
mail representing the Electoral Depart-
ment at Geraidton, or by anyone else; it
did not matter 'whether the people con-
cerned were likely to vote Liberal or
Labour; his concern was to have a per-
feet roil shlowing the address of each
person.

The Attorney Gvneral :What would
you do with those living outside of muni-
cipal boundaries or in town sites where
the lots are not surveyed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The best address
possible should be inserted. Farms had
their names.

The Attorney O v00eraI: Mlany farms
have no name.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then it would
he possible to indicate Mr. Jones's farm.
It was possible to indicate the locality
just as in addressing a letter it was pos-
sible to give a direction -which would en-
sure delivery.

Mr. Gill: How ninny thousand have
their letters addressed to the post office
in Perth?

lion. J. MITCHELL: Many letters
were addressed there temporarily. What
he desired] to point out was that this care-
lessness wag likely to lead to trouble in
future.

The Attorney General: It is not all
carelessness.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : There must be
sonic carelessness. If a mail was living
at a boarding-house or at an hotel, the
address could be stated. The trouble
inight have arisen through ignorance of
the requirements of the Electoral Act,
and it was nowv for the Attorney General
to see that the rolls were put in order.

Mir. Underwood: To see that there are
not too many on tbem

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The only desire
on his part was to see clean rolls. The
Attorney General referred to a resolution
of another place sent to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer. Of that he knew nothing.
Last year he understood a resolution was
carried 'protesting against the making up
of the rolls, and the Attorney General
agreed that another place was right in
demanding that certain ones should be
disfranchised unless they sent in a fresh
claim card.

The Attorney General: I did not agree
with that; they misunderstood my policy
then as they do now.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney
General had pointed out that the resolu-
tion of another place could not be put
into effect because it was against the Act.
That was quite right, and a dignified
reply to another place would meet the
situation. He was not concerned as re-
garded the newspaper which had been
mentioned. The editor of that paper
could take care of himself. As regarded
the salary of the Chief Electoral Officer,
tie Attorney General said lie had received
special recognition, presumably for spe-
cial services rendered to the Attorney
General.

The Attorney General: Services to the
State.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, for special
work, and while that added to the amount
actually drawn'by this officer, it was for
specil services outside of the service
which he was called upon to perform as
Chief Electoral Officer.

Mr. Dwvyer: He is not getting sufficient
salary.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was his con-
tention that the salary was inadequate for
tile position.

The Attorney General; I did not say
that was all; he fair.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: But it was not
by way of payment for his services as
Chief Electoral Officer. The Minister
stated that the total amount was in excess
of the f4,32 shown on the Estimates. Pre-
sunmbly the Chief Electoral Officer was
paid for his report in connection with
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proportional representation and other
work. He had no objection to that, bat
the £432 was all hion. members knew
about. The Attorney General, however,
had promised to take the matter into con-
sideration. The Chief Electoral Officer
-would have a fairly busy time during the
current 12 months and he hoped Lte Mini-
ster would see his way to increase his
salary. It was better that the Chief
Electoral Officer should be paid a fair
salary, and that his services should he
available not only in connection with elec-
tions and electoral rolls, but in connec-
tion with all electoral matters upon
which the Attorney General might re-
quire his services. It was preferable to
have a substantial, fixed salary to pay-
ment for special work, though lie did not
want the Attorney General to imagine
thiat he was objecting to special payment
for special work.

The Attorney General: Would that be
economising9

Hon. .J. MINITCHELL: Tlie Minister
mnust. treat thle officers fairly.

Mr. Underwood: You are opposed- to
extravagance, are you not?

Hoil. J. MITCHELL: Absolutely, but
hie was not opposed to fair treatment and
this officer would bie vnfairly treated if
£432 -was all lie was to draw during the
curr~ent year.

Mr. FOLEY : It was not right that a
charge made against thle Chief Electoral
Officer on the public platform, and in a
section of the Press, should reflect oii the
Chief Electoral Officer. -Muclh or little
a,; the hon. memiber of another place de-
sired to speak disparagingly of this offi-
cer. he evidently wished to showv that
there was something wrong in the admini-
stration of the Electoral Depa-tnulent
other than that portion of which the
Chief Electoral Officer had charge. In
regard to the late election, there was no
one who would blame the Chief Electoral
Officer for names not appearing onl the
roll. The Attorney General had put the
case for his administration. Thle lion.
member for N'ortham had touched upon
a phase of thle question, which had called
forth some remarks from thle Attorney
General, on the action which members of

another place had taken. As far as his
knowledge of the work done by the Chief
Electoral Officer was concerned, that work
was really good, and no one could con-
scientiously say that the officer was
biassed towards one political side or tbie
other. The statement made recently at
Geraldton by the hon. member in question
practically put the Chief Electoral Officer-
in the position of being a party man
while holding a public position. He
wished to resent that and to say that the
Chief Eleetora[ Officer was a capable
mnan. The fact of so many names having
been left off the roll wvas not the fault
altojmt her of that officer. A great amount
of work must be left to the divisional
officers, If the divisional officer in this
case was wrong the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer could not he blamed, and consequently
the aspersions cast at the Government
were groundless.' As far as the namnes
that hazd been placed onl recently were
concerned, those with insufficient ad-
dresses, in places like Oeraldton or other
remote places in the State, the name of
thle town ought to be sufficient address for
anyone. There were many men who fol-
lowed employ men ts whichl took them to
different parts of the -State, and even in
a town a nian might move from one part
of it to another, and the fact of that man
shifting in lhis way should not disqualify
himt from enrolment. The name of a
town like Geralditon ought to be suifficient
address to coinply With thle provisions Of
the Electoral Act. 'No matter what the
restult might have been, no charge could
be laid at the door of the Chief Electoral
Officer, bult lie believed that if the names
that were already in thle hands of those
who were organising the rolls had been
accepted the result would have been very
different. Of course, members opposite
would not have cared to see a different
result brought about, but there was a
nmarked difference between the conduct of
the recent election and a similar election
at Meazies, where the then M'rinister for
Mines was con cerned- If the Electoral
Act of to-day had] been as it was at the
time of the Menzies election there would
not have been any difficulty in upsetting
the Geraldton election. The then )Mini-
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ster for Mines at the Menzies election
-found that a sufficient number had voted
illegally to enable him to upset the elec-
tion. In connection with the recent etee-
tion, the fault lay at the door of the
Opposition for having altered the Act so
as to allow corrupt practises to take place.
The Minister might he urged when elec-
toral reform was being brought in to
consider the matter from the point of re-
-form rather than from the point of view
of retrogression, as had been done when
the present Act was dealt with.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This ques-
tion of the voting or the voters on the roll
at Geraldton appeared to have caused
some little discussion. He was surprised
to hear before the tea adjournment the
Attorney General declare that all the in-
formal votes at Geralfiton were Labour
votes. As a matter of fact of the 12 in.-
formal votes seven were for Mr. Elliott.

The Attorney General: 'How do you
know thatq

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Mr. Elliott
was near the serutineers. and saw the
ballot-papers and they were thrown out
for the reason that the -returning officer
or whoever was responsible for issuing
them had not initialled the backs of those
papers. Did the Attorney General know
anything to the contrary I

The Attorney General: I presume they
were for the Labour caindidate.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What right
had the Attorney General to presume
that the informal votes were for the
Labour candidate.

The Attorney General: You are only
speaking from hearsay-from. an inter-
ested party.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was from
the successful candidate who saw the
ballot-papers and that gentleman had
told him that seven of those votes bore
his name. That would be good legal evi-
dence if it was taken to a court, and the
Attorney General knew it. The Attorney
General presumed that he knew differently.
To make a statement like that was not
dignified and was not compatible with
the high office he occupied, but the At-
torney General had not learned dignity
and he was too old to begin now. There
had been a lot of talk about the 100 odd

voters whose addresses were insufficiently
given.

The Attorney General: One hundred
and thirty-seven.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The num-
ber, he had been told, was 180.

The Attorney General: Hearsay again.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-

ney General had only presumed in regard
to what he had stated, and he admitted
that now, although he did not admit it
when making his speech.

The Attorney General: Yes, I did.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nothing of

the sort. The hon. member made the as-
sertion.

Mr. Foley interjected.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The member

for Leonora did not know what he (Mr.
Wilson) was talking about.

The Attorney General:- That is a
sample of dignity.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was a
sampe of debate and it was a fact
also. The Attorney general had pre-
sumed that the informal votes were La-
hour votes, but the fact couild be repeated
for the hon. gentleman's information that
seven of the 12 bore.-Mr. Elliott's name.
We wanted clean rolls and we wanted
pure rolls, rolls that were accurate.

Mr. Thomas: You ought to be satis-
fied.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, be
would never be satisfied if there was any-
thing wrong with the rolls. These 137
names were wrongly on the rolls because,
according to the Electoral Act, they did
not have the right addresses.

The Attorney General: That is not
correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was so.
The addresses were given as care of the
secretary of a Labour organisation.

The Attorney General: And their ad-
dresses were there also.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But their
living place was not there.

The Attorney General: It was in somne
instances.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was not
on the roll at all. Exception was taken
to the address being as care of the secre-
tary of a Labour organisation.
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The Attorney General: That was the
postal address.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They crossed
that 6ut and left in the word "Geraldton."

The Attorney General: That 'was the
postal address.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The residen-
tial address was not there. The Attorney
General was playing the goat.

The Attorney General: Another ex-
ample of beautiful dignity.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General knew that that was so.

The Attorney General: If I am play-
ing the goat, yen are playing the pig.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And the
bon. member is playing the fool.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon.
members should not indulge in such per-
sonalities.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General ought to learn to control his
temper.

The Attorney General. So ought you.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: A painful

example he was setting us.
The CHAIRMINAN: Order, order!
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Before the

interruptions hie was referring to the 137
names which did not bear sufficient ad-
dresses. The mere address, care of some
union or other was objected to, and the
department struck out care of the secre-
tary of the union, and left it plain Ger-
aldton. No one would object to a man
or a woman having a vote if entitled to
it, and surely if the Electoral Act stated
that the place of abode must be defined
that place of abode should be on the roll.

Mr. Thomas: Why not upset it then?
Ron. FRANK WILSON: The hon.

member could upset it if he liked.
Mr. Foley: You know very well you

cannot.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was

known very well that the bon. member
would.

The Premier: We will next year.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-

mier now was sqnirminz because of the
-result of the election. Ife took the whole
of his Ministry up there, as well as about
half a dozen members to assist in the fight
and he got beaten. He did not like thatt

because of the violent efforts he put for-
ward and the promises he made to 'win
the seat.

The Premier: I kept you busy.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: And the

Premier was kept busy to some purpose
by him (Mr. Wilson). Now he (Mr.
Wilson) could afford to be satisfied with
the result, but what he wanted to point
out was that a mistake had been made in
this respect. The Attorney General ad-
mitted that in regard to these 137 names
someone was responsible. It did not mat-
ter a rap who sent the names in, the offi-
cer who put the names on the roll in that
manner was responsible. The Attorney
General had to admit that those names
should not be there." It did not matter
whether they were names of Liberals or
Labourites. The fact remained that these
people were wrongly enrolled because it
had to be clearly stated where the resi-
dence was, If that was the case, 'why
should there be trouble about it? Why
should the Opposition be accused of mak-
ing a wrong complaint? Why should an
hon. member in another place be taken
to task by the Attorney General because
hie -was trying to get information?

The Attorney General: Nothing of the
sort.

The Premier: It is desired to make the
public believe that there was an irregu-
larity from our point of view.

H-on. FRANK WILSON: So there
was.

Mr, Foley: Whose fault was, it?
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The fault of

the department.
Mr. Foley: And who is the head of the

department but the man you are dis-
cussing.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney General was the head of the depart-
ment, and he was the man 'who should be
held responsible.

Mr. Foley: Why do you not be manly
and discuss it from that point of view?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: From 'what.
point of view? The hon. member wars
biassed; he was blind. Even the Pre-
mnier was biassed, because he assumed
something ulterior; he said "You did it,
you put the man on the roll irregularly in
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order to get the votes, and we can upset
the election."

Air. Foley: You fixed it up under the
Electoral Act.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nobody
wanted any beon. member to be wrong-
fully in this House, and he challenged the
Government to upset the election. Apart
altogether from that, why should both
parties not join forces and get the roll
purified. If those 137 names were wrong-
fully on the roll, they should be struck
out, and why should hen. members abuse
a inember of another place because he
was taking sleps in that direction9 So
far as the 400 votes were concerned, the
Minister said tha~t if they had been on the
roll the Government would have won the
eleution in a canter. Hle ventured to say
that those 400 votes would have dwindled
int a very small number indeed when
they, were examined. They had beein col-
lected in the usual method of representa-
lives of time Government byv a man stand-
ing- in the street and asking passers-by
"Are you on the roll? Tf you dto not
know. fill in a clim card." He made
bold to say, that the majority of those
people whose names appeared on the 400
claim cards were already on the roll and
had exercised the franchise at the last
election.

Yr. Dwyer: There were over 60 newv
names lodged onl the 1.0i.

Hon. FRANK 'WILSON: Probably
the Liberal candidate would have received
,about 40 per cent, of them. If M1inisters
were so sure of their own ground they
must have some inside information. What
did the M1inisters know about those 400
claims? if they knew anything why
should not other members have the same
information, and why should Mr. Cole-
batch be abused for asking for that in-
format ion?3 Was it not in tfie interests
of all that Parliament should know every-
thing about the rolls and expunge those
who were not entitled to vote? Was it
likely that the Liberal organisers would
be a paity to having a number of voters
wrongfully placed on the roll as was in-
sinuated by the Premier and the Attorney
Ceneral?

The Premier: I have not spoken.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-

mier was always speaking even when he
was sitting. The hon. member had re-
marked that the secretaiy of the Liberal
League bad sent the claims in.

The Premier: I did'I You must have
been drinking.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Even if the
secretary of the Liberal League had sent
them in, what difference did it makel
That gentleman was not likely to be send-
ing in names, the address of which was
care of the Secretary of the Workers'
Union. The bulk of those names must
have been sent in by Government sup-
porters because the address of the ma-
jority of them was care of the union sec-
retary.

The Premier: What about Tidy's own
address?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It Mir.
l'dy's address was wrong it should have
been put right or his niame struck off the
roll. Two wrongs did not make a right.
Ile ob ,jecled to this discussion being made
the excuse for anl attack on a member of
another place who was endeavouring to
obtain information with a view to bring-
iing about the purity of the rolls.

Thc Premnier: That was not his idea.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course

it was the idea. Members on the Govern-
ment side interjected that the Opposition
should be satisfied with the result of the
election. He was satisfied with the result
of the election, but he was not satisfied
with the condition of the rolls. The rolls
ought to be made as perfect as possible
and when they got the rolls perfect it
would not be a majority of 12, but of 200
or 300 votes, by which the Liberal candi-
(late would win.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Committee must be very grateful for the
little sermon on. dignity delivered by the
leader of the Opposition. He did not
knowv That members on thme Government
side of the House required such a lesson,
but hie hoped it would be appreciated by
the members of the Opposition.

Hon. Frank Wilson; It was addressed
to the Minister himself.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No
such lectures were required from the bon.
member.

Ron. Frank Wilson: I say you do re-
quire it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member could not forbear his usual
course of trying to cover the Government
side and 1dm (the Attorney General), as
'Minister controlling the department, with
opprobrium and with insinuations of dis-
honorable counut.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Oh, dour no!
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-

doubtedly' . The Minister controlling the
Electoral Department was accused of do-
ing things which no gentleman, let alone
an hon, member of a dignified assembly,
could wvitlh rectitude to himself be guilty
of. The leader of the Opposition had
found fault because lie (the Attorney
General) had chosen to allude to a mem-
her of another place and had made it
appear that he had attacked a member of
another place, simply because that gentle-
man had asked certain questions. As a
matter oa fact the whole discussion had
arisen ut of the speech of the member
for Northam who had been following on
the lines of a member in another place
and making allusions to the omitted votes
tinder Ihe description of purity of the
rolls. In the couirse of those remarks he
had occasion to draw attention to what
the hon. member of another place had said
publicly in his newspaper-

The ground of complaint is that
when it is a matter of enrolling pro-
perty-owners and ratepayers, the ma-
jority of whom may be safely assumed
to be supporters of the Liberal party,
they are required to prove their quali-
fica tions with the utmost exactitude.
whilst, on the other hand, the loosest
methods imaginable are permitted in
the enrolment of casual workers with-
out any fixed habitation, who, for the
most part, are supporters of the Gov-
ernmient in power.

That statement was made by the editor
of the Nort ham Advertiser who was
known to every member of the House.
Insinuations of the same kind had been
made at Geraldton during the election. He

had drawn attention to those statements
because they reflected upon an officer
whose salary was under discussion this
evening. The Chief Electoral Officer was
there accused of putting restrictions on
Liberal supporters, of placing intentional
difficulties in the way of their getting on
the roll, whereas in the case of a Govern-
meat supporter the loosest methods were
adopted. To make an accusation of that
kind was to accuse a distinguished public,
servant of absolute dishonour. 'That
might be dignified, it might be the
very height of political rectitude to
make. accusations of that kind, but
to his mind that kind of conduct re-
vealed a character lacking not only ehiv-
dlry, but also that dignified respect
for one's fellows that characterised a man,
not to say a gentleman. He was protest-
ing in defence of the officer in charge of
the Electoral Department, and the method
adopted was seemingly the course usually
adopted by members opposite of trying to
cover the Government -with blame. The
Chief Electoral Officer, they said, was an
hionorable mnan, a good man, a faithful
man, and a truie man, but his rolls were
imperfect, they were wrongly compiled,
and were compiled to the detriment of the
Liberal p)arty.

Rlon. J1. Mitchell: We did not say that.
lion. Frank Wilson: Your imagination

is running riot.
Th le ATTORNEY GENERAL: There

was no necessity for imagination., The
4atemnent was contained in the article in
the Northamn Advertiser, and that article
and the gentleman responsible for it had
been defended this evening by members
of the Opposition, whilst lie was accused
of forgetting his dignity because he dared
to challenge a statement of that kind.

H~on. Frank Wilson: What is the
paper: is it the Th'ork-r?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
Worker would never soil its paes with
ink of that stench. This was the paper
published in the aristocratic quarter rep)-
resented by the member for Northam. It
was published by an hon. member of an-
other place who bad been sent up to tier-
aldton in order to malign this Govern-
ment. It was a Liberal organ.
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Mr. Bolton: The organ of the new
leader.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
the organ of one 'who was aspiring to be
and might be the new leader of the Lib-
eral party. That statement was a dis-
tinctly libellons one, and if 'Mr. Stenberg
would follow his advice he would test the
matter in the law courts, bring those gen-
tlemen to hook, and let them try to prove
what was so glibly asserted by them in
the Press and on the platform. The
Leader of the Opposition bad stated that
the Government had put people illegally
on the roll, and that those names with
the address, care of the secretary of the
local union, were all illegally upon the
roll.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say so.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- That

was the inference. As a matter of fact
they were not illegally upon the roll. Tho~
Act did provide that there should be an
address given, the place where the person
wishing to vote resided; hut it also pro-
vided that the postal address should he
given as well, because there was a good
deal of correspondence in reference to
these claims.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That has nothing
to do with the roll.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: All
that had been done wrong had been in
the printing; the address had been given
and the postal address was given also.
The residence was given and that com-
plied with the law.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But the residence
is not on the roll.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The re-
ference wvas to those whose residence was
on the roll and whose postal address was
given in addition. As to those namnes
whose address was not given except a%
Geraldton, it by no means followed that
all of them, if any of them, were illeg-
ally there, as was so glibly asserted. As
a. matter of truth, those people whose ad-
dresses appeared as Geraldton might live
on the outskirts of Geraldton, beyond the
borders of the municipality, where
streets were not delimited, and where
there was no real address that could be
put in phraseology. They lived on blocks

where they had lived for years and the
address had never been given, and it was
only now when members of the Opposi-
tion sought to cover him (the Attorney
General) with insult and contumely that
these names were said to be wrongly on
the roll. The Liberal secretary, Mr. Udy,
who had helped so much at the fight at
Gerald toii, and who had been the right-
hand man and spokesman for the can di-
date, gave his address as simply "Ger-
aldtoni." It was his address, "Geraldton,"
and nothing more. There it stood. He
had here a copy of the postal claim card.
It provided that the surname should he
given in the top, then full christian
names, sex, and occupation, usual per-
inaneut place of living, and full postal
address, and because the postal addres
had been published on the roll as well
as the place of living, we were accused
of corruption. This was a sample of the
parliamentary dignity of the chief god
of Olympuis. Marvellous dignity, Where
was his pedestal? Let the hon. member
try and teach dignity. He needed to
learn it in all his remaining years. He
(the Attorney General) asserted that in
this instance--he did not mean that there
were no exceptions

Hon. Frank Wilson: You were wrong
about the 137 names.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
137 names were just given as Geraldton
-lie admitted that, hut 107 of these -were
collected by Mr. Udy, who wai then the
electoral officer and a member of the Lib-
eral party. That gentleman was respon-
sible for these names, and sent them
down to the Chief Electoral Officer. He
(the Attorney General) wanted to correct
the statement made by the leader of the
Opposition that the responsibility for
these names rested entirely with the Chief
Electoral Officer. It was the established
duty of the local registrar to satisfy him-
self as to the veracity and correctness of
each claim, as to its admissibility fromn
a legal standpoint. The local man to
satisfy himself as to the validity of these
claims now so much complained of was
Mr. Udy, the electoral officer of the Ger-
aldton district, and a member of the Lib-
eral League. He (the Attorney General)
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wanted to draw attention again to the
unfair tactics of the leader of the Op-
position in telling half truths, and leav-
ing it at that, when the inference was,
against his opponents. The hon. member
said that the Premier went tip to Gerald-
ton and took with him half his Ministry.

Hon. Frank Wilson: So he did.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That

was half the truth.
Hon. Frank Wilson: It is the whole

truth,
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What

did the other side do? There was Mr.
Colebatel-

Mr. Foley: The Iead~r of the Oposi-
tion in another place.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
aspiring leader-member of a non-party
House-a member of the placid house of
review-a member of that House which
had no politics--a member of that House
which considered all measures on their
merits, That hon. member left the ser-
enity of the calm review chamber, went
to Geraldton with all the fires of vituper-
ation and the inspiration of vapid ac-
cusation. That was what he did. Who
was 'With himq Another member of that
placid chamber-Mr. Connolly, also an-
other member of the non-party House,
Mr. Patrick. Then there was Sir Edward
Wittenoom-all of them beautiful demno-
crats; magnificent specimens of the peo-
pie's friends.

Mr. Mfonger: Where was Mr. Drew?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Never

mind. Those he had mentioned were all
members of that Chamber and they did
not go uip for a day and give one speech
as be and others did, but went all over
the country fluttering in and fluttering
out, hoisting all kinds of quasi-sectarian
flags. Going from house to house antl
from street to street was that magnificent
paragon of wisdom, the hon. member for
Claremont. All these had been meander-
ing in Geraldton.

The CHAIR MAN: Order!1 The hon.
member was getting away from the ques-
tion of the Chief Electoral Officer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
he had been doing was only replying to
the attack of the hon, member, and giving

a quid pro quo. He wanted to correct the
statement that special efforts had been
put forward on the side of the Govern-
ment, and no special efforts by hon. mem-
bers opposite. It must be admitted that
there was nothing in this out-of-the-way
discussion affecting the Chief Electoral
Officer. He had said and repeated that
that officer was a pattern to all men en-
gaged in similar professional work in die
Commonwealth. He was a gentleman
who had faithfully done his duty in re-
gard to electoral matters, whatever side
had been in office. He (the Attorney
General) appreciated what had been said
good of this offeer. Every good word
said of him, and in testimony of the work
performed by him was an answer to the
arguments of the Opposition, that there
was corruption or under-hand methods or
any mean course of conduct on the part
of Ministers and on the part of himself
(the Attorney General). Wherever bon.
members praised the Chief Electoral OCR-
cer for his work they cast a shadow of
that praise on himself, and he felt proud
of the officer and the work done in his
department.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: The Attor-
ney Geaeral, with his wonderful gift of
eloquence, and, as usual, with his vivid
imagination, which had had such a beau-
tifuil effect on the electors of Oleraldton,
had attempted to draw a picture which
never had any existence, except in his own
imagination. He had talked about cor-
ruption, but we had never mentioned cor-
ruption. The Attorney General had
talked about the reflected glory he was
entitled to, and of the reflected glory he
got from his department. We bad never
suggested for a moment that there were
ulterior motives underlying this question
of certain names being wrongly on the
roll or on the roll with insuffi-
cient evidence, according to the
Electoral Act. We simply pointed
out the error to the lion, gentleman, and
he rose up in his seat and flooded the
Chamber with a tirade of abuse, and, to
some extent, a glorification of himself and
his department. He (Mr. Wilson) wag
satisfied to let the matter rest at that.
He had no concern in the newspaper
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the Attorney General had been reading
from, whether it was published in Nor-
tham, Perth, or Kalgoorlie, but he had a
dnty to perform here, no matter how the
Attorney General reiterated, exaggerated,
or condemined. That duty was going to
be performed ott every occasion, without
offence, he hopled, but if the Attorney
General was so thin-skinned as to take
,offence, we could not help it, we could
only regret it. The Attorney General
wanted to make out that hion. members
of the Upper H-louse had no right to be
seen in Gernldton in connection with this
election, and yet the hion. member had
his own colleague, the Colonial Secretary,
who resided there, doing. his best as anl
active member to return the Government
Whip for that constituency, and he had
his paper behind him all thec time, and
because the editor of that paper dared
to reflect on the Government candidate
he was unceremoniously sacked, and the
member for Albany sent to take his place,

Mr. Harper :You don'It mean to say
that ?

Hon. FRANLK WNILSON :The Attor-
ney General said that the Colonial Sec-
retary wns a Minister, Mr. Connally, how-
ever, wias an es-Minister, and Mr. Cole-
batch was Vice-President of the Liberal
League. a political organisation. Had not
he the right to be heard ?

-%r. Turvey: Why'% does hie claim to
belong to a non-party House?1

lion. FRANK WILSON . Sir Edward
Wittonoom was an es-President of the
Liheral League, and why also should not
Mr, Patrick work for the Liberal party,
which he believed in, and supported I
Be that as it might, hie was glad to think
that the efforts of these gentlemen, comn-
bined with the feeble effort he (Mr. Wil-
son) was able to put in on his own part,
were successful, and that the wisdomt of
the member for Claremont, referred to
in such tones of contempt by the Attor-
ney general, added no little to the vic-
tory which was won on Saturday at Ger-
aldton. He was not concerned with the
Attorney General's dignity, but was con-
cerned about the dignity of this House,
which appeared to be becoming a thing
of the past.

The Attorney General : I agree with
you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If the At-
torney Genera! agreed with him, let us
join forces and uplift it once more. Let
us uplift it once more from the mire into
which the Attorney General bad drawn
us, notwithstanding his life-long experi-
ence and the fact that he ought to know
much better.

Item, General Election, £3,000
Mr. MALE . If a local option vote

was goinge to cost £8,000 then £3,000 did
not seem sufficient for a general elec-
tion.

The A' r TORNEV GE~NERAL: The
lion. Memher would see that the total con-
templated expenses for the election next
year was, not £3,000 but £14,450. This,
item Of £3,000 was only one feature of
that expense. The total cost was made up
of different iteius, and divided into parts,
aggregating £14,4-50. Again, it was not
for a general election, but simply for a
Legislative Council election.

Nlr. MALE : Then the Estimates were
misleading in their description. How
could it be called a general election if it
was merely a Legislative Council elec-
tionT

The ATTORNEY GENEEUAL: Cer-
tainlv the item might have been more
clearly defined, it alluded merely to
the Legislative Council election. It was
always called a general election for the
Legislative Council, and a general elec-
tion for the Legislative Assembly, by way
of distinguishing such elections from by-
elec.tions.

Item. Extra assistance in the prepara-
tion of electoral rolls; fees to returning
and presiding officers; payments to
police in con nection with electoral cen-
sits-, advertising, printing, and other ex-
penses in connection with by-elections,
etcetera, £C4.000:

Hon. J. M1ITCHELL : The preparation
of electoral rolls had been pretty fully
discuLssed. In his opinion it would be
found that the laxity complained of in
connection with the recent election was
a result of years of growth. The Elec-
toral Act clearly requnired that full names
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and addresses should be given on the
claim card.

The Premier: Suppose the claimant is
not living in a street.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If in a town he
would be living in a street.

The Premier: No, there were many in-
stances in Cieraldton of residences not
on any street.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: However, the
same irregularity had been in evidence onl
the rolls for years past. He was now ask-
ing that sufficient money should be placed
on the Estimates to enable the registrar
to see that the proper addresses were ob-
tained. These irreagularities should cease
now that they had been pointed out. The
Act provided that the name of the street
should he slated.

rrle Prewier: Or alternatively that the
address given must be such as will satisfy
the registra r.

Hon. J. MIIT('HI11LL: At any rate thie
Attorney General should see that the rolls
were broughit into order so that a repeti-
tion of thie discussion which had taken
place this afternoon ight be avoided-

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With
others he could endorse what had been
said about the necessity of getting thle
fullest possible particulars. That was the
object of the existence of thle Electoral
Department. The hon. member was some-
what at sea as to the possibilities of
carrying out his proposal, In the Act
a "mDunicip~ality or townsite" was men-
hioned, but there were townsites in the
State which had no street, wvhich had not
been surveyed except by way of p-
liminary survey.

MUr, Male: Where is there a townsite
without streets!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
were many of them, only newly thrown
open. Even in a place like Geraldton
there were voters living just outside the
surveyed streets,

M1r, Wisdom: But not within the muni-
ci pal ity.

The ATTORNEY GENIERAL: At all
evrents they were only just outside the
municipal boundary' . He could assure
the Committee that every effort would be
made to get a, complete reliable roll, as

indeed had been done as far as practic-
able in the past. Hon. members should.
not forget that in outlying districts it
was necessary to depend upon officers,
some of them honorary, who were not
strictly trained to the exact work they had
to do. Some errors were bound to creep
in, but so far as human foresight could
avoid that he could trust the officers of
the department to do it.

Hon. J. MJITCHELL: There might be
one or two living on thle outskirts of a
municipality, hut they could not be in
appreciable nlumbers, All that was re-
quired was that the roll should be made
ats perfect as possible.

The Premier: In quite a number of
mnunicipali ties on the goldflelds there were
Jpeople squatting within the area but not
on any street.

H~on. S. MIitchiell: Then the Act should
he amnended.

The ATTORNEY GENEIRAL; Sub-
section .3 of Section 44 of the Act pro-
vided that if the residence nf a claimant
was not within a mutnicipal district or
tewnsite, his residence should be stated
withI such particulars as were in the opin-
ion of the registrar sufficient.

Vote put and passed.
VT ote-Land Titles, £16,017-ag-reed to.
Vote-Stipeidiry-laistracy,E28,188:
Item, Magistrates, £7,870:
Mr. FOLEY: Some magistrates were

apt to exceed their duty. All that the
State required of them was thatt they
should well try the cases brought before
them. When these magistrates took uip
the position of school-masters they were
overstepping their duties. Any magi-
strate who went out of his wey to SAY
that lie knew for a positive fact that
stealing was rampant and was being
practised in alt big firms in the City,
when hie had niot a vestige of evidence
to prove it, was. overstepping his duty.
If he had evidence, such evidence should
be made available. The Attorney General
would be wise to instruct the magistrates
that if they did the duty expected of them
and dlid it well, they would be doing a ser-
vice to the State, but if they overstepped
the mark and insulted the workers the
Government should place them in the
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oblivion which they would adorn much
better than a magisterial position 'when
they adopted such an attitude.

HOn. J1. MITCHELL: inid not the
Minister think it time that another magi-
strate or two were appointed?

The Attorney General: What about
economyl

Ron. J. MITCHELL: Lei. the Govern-
ment sell some of the motor cars or their
steamers. Last year it was pointed out
that the State was growing rapidly and
that many new centres were springing tip
which should be supplied, and which
could not be supplied by the present magi -
sterial staff. In the Katanning, Northam,
Geraidton, and other agricultural districts,
and probably in some of the gold mining
districts, many fresh centres of consider-
able importance were growing up. Magi-
strates had to do a tremendous amount of
travelling and the administration of just-
ice must suffer. Magistrates should take
a greater proportion of the work, par-
cularly in the country districts where there
were few leisured people. In thiesouthern
districts tie Minister had had to supply
motor cars to enable magistrates to get
from court to court because of the in-
creasing work. It was undesirable that
they should be rushing about practically
day and night to hear eases. It meant
an added expense to the litigants, be-
cause cases had to be adjourned to enable
the magistrate to keep other appoint-
ments. He hoped that next year the
Minister wvould provide for one or two
additional magistrates.

The Premier: They are not doing so
badly.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: They could do
only a certain amouint of work and the
public were suffering.

The Premier: They are doing it and
are not complaining.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:. It was utterly
impossible that the staff of magistrates
could do the work which they were called
upou to do owing to the newv centres
which were opening uip.

The Premier: They will have to, for a
time at any rate.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was his hope
that the time would not be long. Hono-

rary justices should not be called upon
to do so much work-

Mr. LANDER: Something should be
done to provide more courts. People
living on the Dowerin-Goomalling line
had to go either to Northam or to Merre-
din. Persons living at Bruce Rock, which
was becoming an important place, had to
go to Merredin and pay is. a mile for a
summons served from Kellerberrin or
other places. The Attorney General
should arrange to have courts conducted
by honorary magistrates wherever con-
stables were stationed. Settlers should
not have to drive 30 miles to attend a
tinpot court.

Mr. GARDINER: It was his desire to
elicit a little information from the At-
torney General in regard to the system
whereby men were compelled to occupy
the dual position of resident magistrate
and district medical officer. For some
time he had advocated that this system,
should be abolished-, and he thought he
had brought ample proof to show that the
system was iniquitous and unfair to the
men, but the Honorary Minister and the
Attorney General, whomn he had con-
sulted, did ndt stein to know whether
they were on their heads or their heels.
The Attorney General said that althoughb
be paid magistrates, be had no control
over them, and the Honorary Minister
said that, seeing the Attorney General
paid them, it was impossible for him to
take action. The Roebourne district was
an immense one and the district medical
officer acted as magistrate. Although the
population was not large it was scattered,
and the district medical officer should be
at the service of anyone who might re-
quire him, hut his magisterial duties com-
pelled him to stay in Roebourne, and he
was giving greater attention to that
branch of his work than to the more im-
portant medical part. The Attorney Gen-
eral should say who -was the Minister
responsible for this state of affairs and
inform him how he could set about re-
medying an anomaly which undoubte.lly
existed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
preceding speaker practically put the
difficulties of the Government clearly. We
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-were short of the means of doing aUl that
-was desired.

Mr. S. Stubhs: He said you did not
know whether you were on your head or
your heels,

*The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
.bon. member meant that meta-
phorically. In some of the far out
districts the Government were com-
pelled to allow officers to amalgamate the
-duties of different offices. Many clerks
of courts bad to work for the Treasury,
the Lands Department and the Savings
Bank, and perform multifarious duties
because salaries could not be augmented
to a considerable extent without creating
another cry from opponents. He would
always prefer that a magistrate should
be purely and simply a magistrate and
if the means were available that he should
have a legal training. When changes
occurred lie would endeavour to put that
policy into practice. He was surprised
that the hon. member for Northam (Hon.
J. Mitchell) should accuse the Govern-
ment of not doing enough. The hon.
member complained that the Government
were wasting money, but he never spoke
without asking the Government to spend
more money. Apart from any accessories
of justice, the vote for the payment of
magistrates in 1912-13 was £21.565, and
the actual expenditure was £C20,640. The
vote this year was £2-2,276 and the vote
could not he increased, more particularly
as there had been no extensive complaints
of lack of service to the public by the
paucity of magistrates, or from the
magistrates themselves of being over-
worked. There was a good staff of
magistrates and they did their work un-
complainingly and there was, no evidence
that they particularly desired assistance;
in fact he had found them most willing to
assist the Government when the occasion
arose to open up new local courts as was
the case at Sandstone, Moora, and other
places. Those who accepted the positions
of honorary justices of the peace ana
were within the ranks of magistrates
should be more willing to deserve the
honour by the work they did for the
State.

Mfr. O'Loghlen: Some are called upon
to do too much.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
willing horse was always most worked,
but there were many justices who simply
put the tag to their name as an ornament
and nothing else. They refused to assist
the police in forming a court. It was un-
necessary to increase the magistracy at
present. He admitted that more courts
were requiired.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Hear, hear
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But

that could not be done with a wave of a
magic wand. The Government must first
of all get their taxation proposals passed
in order to secure the money.

Hon. J1. Mitchell: Mfore moneyI
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was

not the bon. member advocating an in-
crease in the number of magistrates and
how could that be done without money?

Hon. J. Mitchell: A reduction of AMii-
isters' salaries would pay for one or two.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Addi-
tional money was necessary. The Com-
mittee should consider the vast area which
had to he administered through the agency
of justices. So far as was possible we
were carrying justice and education to
every hamlet in the country and consider-
ing the area. The people of this State had
nothing whatsoever to complain if in the
direction of inadequacy of the adminis-
tration of justice. Western Australia
was at the top of the rank in this respect,
and considering the small population, it
was marvellous, not that there was so
much to do, but that we should have done
so much.

Bon. 3. MITCHELL: This systemn was
not inaugurated by the Attorney General,
hut during the previous Admi nistration,
and he protested that too much was heing
asked of magistrates. There was ample
money for every proper function of gov-
ernment. We were not hard up because
we paid our civil servants so much, but
because the Government undertook things
which did not come within the scope of
their proper functions. If we dropped
the trading concerns we would be able
to appoint more magistrates. There was
no desire on his part to further burden
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the people, but with proper administra-
tion there could be a better civil service
and a reasonably paid service. The dis-
tricts between Geraidton and Midland
Junction should be supplied with one
magistrate. At the present time the
magistrate went by train from Midland
Junction to Moora and returned, and in
this way occupied a whole day. That was
not economy.

The Premier: They have not much to
do now.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: They had too
much to do and the result was that the
work was not properly done. It was not
right that honorary justices should deal
with important cases.

Item, Clerks of Court, £C9,670:

Mr. O'LOGBLEN: A little informa-
lion might be given with regard to this
item which showed an increase of £1,707
over the figures of the previous year.
What hie wanted to find out was some-
thing about the methods adopted by the
Government in regard to the payment of
clerks of courts whose time was not fully
occupied with court work. He had
brought uinder the notice of the Attorney
General three or four distinct instances
of lack of duty on the part of somne of
the clerks of courts. Ta one case the
officer at Pinjarrali had kept back docu-
ments for a month at a time before for-
warding them to the department. These
consisted of applications under the Pen-
sions Act, and the result was they had not
received the attention of the officer-in-
charge. On lodging a protest he was inl-
formed by the Crown Law Department
that Iis- officer was only employed on
Iwo days a week, and it was contended
for him that hie did not receive sufficient
remuneration to permit him to give more
imne to court work, and the officer him-

self also contended it was not part of
his work to attend to pension claims. The
Attorney General in his -reply should state
how the increase of £1,707 was to he dis-
tributed. The clerks of courts, when they
bad Commonwealth work to do, allowed
it to stand aside,

The Premier: That is not part of State
dutty.

Mr. O'LOO-HLEN: Then the position
ought to be wore clearly defined. There
was no desire to overload the clerks of
courts with work, but he wanted to see
them paid for the services they rendered,
and the clerks -who undertook to receive
documents should inform the people
whether it was their intention to deal
with them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member bad referred to a difficulty
which had been experienced in , more
places than one. The State was large and
there had to be employed many clerks
of courts, some of wvhom were only par-
tially employed in such a capacity, and
other duties were put upon them by other
departments. There were so-called clerks
of courts who had more work to do for
the Lands Department, while others did
more work for the Treasury than they
did for the Crown Law Department.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And for the police.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
and for other departments of the State.
The matter the hon. member had allutded
to had occasioned considerable correspon-
dence, not only with the officer at Pin-
jarrab, but with the Federal authorities,
and it had been pointed out to the latter
that the work could not be adequately
done for them tinder existing conditions
in places like Pinjarra.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Should not that officer
inform the people that he was not able
to deal with those documents?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: One
could not too severely blame the officer
uinder the circumstances for having
neglected what he thought was the most
foreign of his actual duties. The increase
in the vote was due entirely to the fact
that last year a number of the offices were
vacant and in that way the salaries were
not paid. The vote did not make provi-
sion for any big addition al payments. It
was admitted that if we could get the
work adequately done, without placing
too many duties on clerks of courts, it
should be done, but in some places under
existing conditions that was not possible.

Vo~te put and passed.

Vote-Supreme Court, B10,876:
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: Would the At-
torney General explain what had become
of the sheriff?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: An
acting sheriff was carrying out the duties
and in that way the amount of the
sheriff's salary was being saved. The
officer wvho was performing the functions
of sheriff was in the department.

Hon. J. Mitchell : is it the under
secretary?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, the
officer was in the central office.

Item, Official Receiver in Bankruptcy,
8 months, £384:-

Mr. MALE: Why was the Official Re-
ceiver to draw only eight months' salary V?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
officer had in the previous year been paid
four months' salary in advance when he
went away on leave.

Vote put and passed.

E ducation Department (Hon. T.
Walker, Minister).

Vote-Education, £319,312:
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

(Hon. T. Walker): This department is
in no sense of the word a revenue depart-
ment.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It is the reverse.
The INISTER FOR EDUCATION:

As the hon. member interjects, it is the
very reverse. Bnt I believe, notwithstand-
ing the money which is spent by the State
to support the educational institutions,
the people of the State gladly agree to the
expenditure of that money. It follows
that in a State which is constantly in-
creasing in population, not only by nat-
ural increment but also by additions from
the sister States of the Commonwealth.
attracted by our magnificent resources and
attracted from far over sea by the induce-
meut there is here for settlers, for those
who desire to start a newt life, we must
of necessity by enlarging our sphere of
education be constantly increasing the
cost, and the figuires I wish to draw the
Committee's attention to clearly show the
extent of the increment within the year
that has passed. During the last finan-
cial year, 1912-13, there have been adde-d
to our list of attendanees at schools no

less a number than 3,493, and we have had
an average attendance amongst them of
3,428. This speaks volumes, not only for
the increment of scholars, but for the in-
crease of interest and the spirit that is
abroad among those embracing the edu-
cational conditions that the State affords.
We have increased the number of schools,
practically at the rate of one a week, for
we built 50 new schools last year and all
those of necessity cost money,. and we have
not only built newv schools, but we have
added to our old schools. We have in-
creased the number of~ class-rooms and
attended to renovations of every descrip-
tion. We have now a total in this State
of no less than 566 schools, and East year
the increase in the attendance necessitated
appointing and employing 150 extra
teachers. I want to say here a word
about the teachers. I shall be told that
this State has not yet done everything
that should be done and might be done
for the teachers' benefit.

Mr. S. Stubbs: By whom!
The MI1NISTER FOR EDUCATION:

I do not knic-t by whom,. but L hear it oc-
casionally. I am constantly told that we
do not always do the correct thing to-
wards all our teachers. But I am satisfied
of this, and I say it with a feeling of
conscious pride, that the great bulk of
teachers, if not absolutely content with the
conditions provided since this Government
camne into office, are at all events disposed
to do their utmost in their zeal for edu-
cation, and are grateful for such help as
the present Government have been able
to afford. Hon. members k-now that prior
to this Government taking office, £80 and
£00 for unclassified teachers was the
highest to which they could rise.

Mr. Lander: Sweating wages.
The MlINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

As the hon. member truly remarks those
were sweating wages. Since the present
Government came into offie-and it re-
presents part of the extravagance alluded
to by our political opponents--the salary
of £80 was raised to £110 and that of £00
to £120, and now very few are getting less
than £140 per annum. But it is not only
the increase in money; where it is neces-
sary we give them quarters in addition or

2695



2696 [ASSEMBLY.]

we give them an allowance, so that there
is now some species of content; those
members of the public who have charge
of the rising generation and have to make
citizens of the future of our little ones
have a tolerable wage and they can live on
it. We increased the amount of money
to be spent on education of this character
by no less a sum than between £13,000
and £14,000. In 1912 we first put into
operation the increment to unclassified tea-
chers, and in 1913 we have put into opera-
tion the increments to those teachers who
are classified and are on different rungs
of the ladder of progress. I heard it said
only a week ago where I was in a place
at which political conflicts were raging
that the Government had really done no-
thing for the teachers and their better-
ment.

Mfr. Lander: Did you tell them it was
a liel

The INISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I have, therefore, prepared a statement
covering the years from 1908-9 up to the
present time, and I wish hon. members to
notice the increment year by year. I will
admit that before we came into office there
wvas bound to be a increment because in a
new country that is becoming settled new
schools must be erected and new teachers
appointed. In 1008-9 the amount spent
for teachers' salaries was £131,550; in
1909-1.0 the amount had increased to
£138,343, and in 1010-11 it was £146,315.
Now in 1911-12, the year in wvhich this
Government took office, observe the
jump; it is enormous. The amount rose
then to £165,071. In 1912-13 the jump
continued to £194,600, and this year I
estimate there will be paid from the
Treasury for salaries alone a sum of
£220,840. That sum by no means repre-
sents all that the State is doing by way
of education. In addition to these sal-
aries there are always expenses of ad-
ministration, expenses that come through
the Works Department for the purchase
of school sites and in building schools of
all kinds, and all that additional burden
the State has to carry.

Mr. Tnn'ey: Even then they are not
properly paid.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is what we admit. What is the ob-
ject and aim of our party? To as; far as;
possible lift all up to a level, not only of
existence, but of comfort and enjoyment.
The only thing I sometimes feel about it
is that the more wre do and the
more we awaken the consciousness of
want in them, the more they want. It is
perhaps a proper thing; the desire for
betterment is a natural impetus to the
improvsment of mankind, and it is not
that I complain of, but it is disappoint-
ing when doing all we can at the risk of
being criticised for extravagance and
waste to always hear the cry, "Not
enough, do more." I am pleased to think
that throughout the teaching staff of the
State there is very little of that manifest.
There is a spirit of grateful content that
I am proud to mark, and it is what is to
he expected from the teachers-those
whose minds aje trained, whose intellect
is developed, whose characters are broad-
ened, whose finer senses are cultivated,
and who, therefore, can appreciate what
is being done, and who from their know-
ledge and experience of life understand
the efforts that must be made to advance
their lot at all. I look upon the staff of
teachers, the great army of people who
have charge of the youth of the State,
as I look upon the old missionaries, as
men who are willing to sacrifice some-
thing for the good of their fellows, men
and women who love their work, who take
intense pleasure in the acquirement of
knowledge and in the expansion of their
own minds, and 'a still greater pleasure
in distilling that knowledge, whose sweets
they have sipped and whose benefits they
have enjoyed, to those about them. Those
people are to me the most elevating ele-
ment within a State. We may have the
glories of our armies, or the pride of pro-
fessional achievement, we may have the
attainments of arts and industries in
special grooves, but this body of workers
day in and day ont for the purpose of
disseminating light throughout the whole
community, knowledge that does not rest
in the mind of the child, but through its
tiny lips helps to brighten the home and
bring refinement and comfort throughout
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the whole of the family-this army of
teachers represents to me a body, which,
were it not for conventional secularity,
1 should call sacred in its aims
and works. I recognise that they
are not sufficiently paid, but I want
them and the public to realise that
they are better paid on the whole than
those in other parts of the Common-
wealth, that they are paid better at least
in the primary ranks than they are paid
in any other part of the world, and I
want them to further realise that if they
are not paid all that their merits, their
qualities, their self-denial and their Ia-
hour demand, they are paid all that can
be spared for educational purposes from
the total revenue of the State.

Mr. S. Stubbs: No one will object
f rom this side of the House.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I feel confident of that. There is the glory
of education-that it levels all ranks.
I know no temple of democracy more
effective, more complete, than our public
school. It is at the public school that the
sons and daughters of every section of
the community congregate. There the
son of the wealthy and proud sits side by
side with the son of the toiler.

Mr, S. Stubbs, There are no proud
boys in this State.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There cannot be pride of class or
caste whilst we have education.
Education annihilates it, but there are
those parents and there are those
peoplle still existing who, if they could,
would make an aristocracy for their
boys and send them to exclusive schools
and take them out of the channels of
State education. There are a few of
these people still surviving, but my point
is that by this method of education and
by the comingling of the offspring of all
sections of society, the meeting and gath-
ering, learning the same lessons, sitting
at the same fount of instruction, by gath-
ering them in one body we hanve the very
first lesson in democracy. That is the
good that education performas for the
comunity, and if hon. members
will reflect for a moment it is that very
fact, the spread of education, the dis-
semination of knowledge, the distribution

of the facts of science and noble teach-
ings and of every art throughout the
wvhole length and breadth of this Com-
monwealth, that has made this country
the foremost in democratic ideals. No
part of the world stands so high in re-
spect of intellectual and humanitarian
achievements as this Commonwealth of
ours, and it is due to the spread of educa-
tion. We have sought particularly in
our State to make our Education Depart-
ment peculiarly democratic, insomuch as
one of the first efforts of the present Gov-
ernment on coming into office was to
direct the attention of the directing staff
to the need for the co-ordination of every
section and every branch of education so
that there should not be, as it were, an
isolated school with particular specialities
in the -way of education in that direction.
and another school Of a favoured kind
with specialities in another direc-
tion, but no matter what school one
entered, wherever one started his educa-
tion, following the paths in that school
laid before him he should ultimately ar-
rive at the same goal. That is to say
from the simplest infant school in the
far backblocks to our central secondary
and technical schools in Perth, we are all
working together for the purpose of mak-
ing the educational system a living thing.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are you aiming at
uniformity 9

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No. the opposite of uniformity. We
teach in our primary schools a curricu-
lum which has been put into good service,
having taken away all the cumbersome
details of the old curriculum, and more
particularly payinE! attention to the
natural talents and disposition of the
child, so that the child may develop its
individuality whilst acquiring knowledge.
The department is not only providing
that that shall he done, but that any child
when it reaches the sixth standard and
completes up to that stage of education
should have before it certain possibilities
fitting it for its course in after life.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Are you taking all the
credit for that on your side?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
What this side is taking the credit for,
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and absolutely correctly' , is for having
altered the curriculum So as to permit all
this, the credit for co-ordination anid the
credit for enabling a child having passed
the sixth standard to choose the course it
is to take iii life. The child has a course
of two years either in industrial know-
ledge or in commercial knowledge or, in
the case of girls, in domestic knowledge,
and we take credit for this, that we have
sought to adapt the instruction to the
needs of the child. For instance, in the
big cities we train the child in woodwork,
in metal work, and in handicraft gener-
ally, or we give it commercial studies
which include shorthand, commercial
history and geography, hut at Narrogin,'
for instance, we train the child in Tile-

thods of working-, such as how it should
construct a barn or dwelling or how gate9
and fences should be properly erected.

M~r. Lauder: You ought to do work onl
the State farm at Narrogin.

The MINISTER FOR EUI'CATION
We are providing for that. It will be
started very shortly. In every part of
the State we try to lit the knowledge
to be tatight to the requirements of the
district,. and to the work that has to
he done by the scholars at the
school in future. Mloreover, we not
only have given them this additional
course at the schools, but the corn-
pM fion of this course entitles them to
a further course at the technical schools.
They can thus fit themselves at the pri-
mary schools to enter the technical
schools and continue there for four year;,
fitting them to take their places in al-
most any avocation in life. The depart-
ment is fulfilling the work done in old
days by masters to apprentices, teaching
the children trades and to he useful not
only to themselves but to society gener-
ally. Mfay I draw attention to the fact
that we have, since the present Govern-
inent camie into office, completely re-or-
ganised the continuation classes. Now
when a child reaches the age of 13 or 14
years and is compelled by the exigencies
of its parents' career to leave school, we
provide him with classes at night -where
lie can pursue his studies and prepare to
enter the technical school. We co-ordin-

ate and that is purely the work of the de-
partment since the present Government
came into office.

11r. O'Loghlen. The other side stopped
the increments to the teachers.

The MLINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We have not only in view the benefits to
tlhe seholars buit those to -the teachers.
We have recognised the importance of
their work and so have provided facili-
ties for all the teachers taking a six
mouths' course at the training college to
attend the lectures at the university.
We are eadeavouring to extend the fa-
cilities to those teachers still further,
and] are enideavouring to give a chance
to them to take their degrees in the uni-
versity. I think these facts in themselves
tell enormously to the credit of the pre-
sent Government. I am not saying the
Government have done all this by their
own actual work. I am pleased to say
there is in the department what did not
always exist, a spirit of amity and respect
bet-ween the inspectorial staff and the
teachers. All barriers of pride and se-
paration have "been taken down and now
there is not a teacher throughout the
whole of the service but, if lie has a griev-
mice, has the means of making that g-riev-
ance known.

M-r- Turvey : They help now to frame
the cnrrieulum.

The MNINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
As the hon. member reminds me, they
are not only teachers hut have a voice
in deciding what shall be taught and
how it shall be tauight. They have
their own organisation. I believe
this very day the teachers were meet-
ing the Director of Education, lay-
ing before him their proposals sug-
gesting certain remedial acts in some
directions, and some modifications in
others, and the director of edncation and
other members of the inspectorial staff
come into contact with them, not in the
relationship almost of masters and humble
servants hut rather as equals. recognising
fhat they are all engaged in the one great
duty, the spread of knowledge and the
cultivation of character all through the
State. That is the work that is being
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done, and this is not all because on Satur-
day week I am going myself to meet these
teachers or their representatives, who will
lay matters they have to complain of and
matters upon which they have to advise
or make suggestions before me. That is
the genuine spirit. That is why I claim
our education system is superior to that
of any other part of the Commonwealth.
It is con amnore, and a spirit of zeal
animates the hearts of the teachers, a zeal
which spreads itself like some happy
aroma and makes the scholars all feel
bound by invisible cords of love to their
teachers. That spirit is to me anl admir-
able fact, and it is not only a genuine
spirit working through the teachers, but
everyone now becomes conscious of the
value of education. Parents are crying out
now from all parts of the State for the
bringing nearer to them of educational
facilities. The public at large are aware
of the blessings that come from education,
and it is a charge against me if I do not
at once comply with the cry for a school
here or a school there, additions to this
place or that place, and from every part
of the State comes to me that same cry
"We want more facilities for education."1
Here in the metropolis there is not a
school which is not overcrowvded, James-
street has the phenomenon of classes held
in the corridors and cloak rooms. fn
other parts of the city the same fact ex-
ists. I have added class rooms at Nlay-
lands and other places and no sooner
were these classrooms completed than the.
cry came "We have not enough, we must
have another," or "We must have twvo
more." It is not solely; however, in the
metropolis, but to go to Claremont, go ttc
Cottesloe, and we find the same puzzle
meeting us as to howv we are going to keep
pace with the demand for educational
facilities. There is not a mail which
comes down to Perth but brings requests
for schools, additions to schools, or fresh
teachers to be appointed. That shows
that education is right through the whole
community, everyone is afire with the zeal
and spirit of education. There is a whole-
some thirst for knowledge, a genuine
spirit of enquiry, a consciousness of the
power that is stirring the -'I-1o Stato.

I take it that the present Government
have dlone something to fortify and cement
that spirit existing throughout the Slate.

Mr. S. Stubbs: No one can deny that.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

I am surely entitled to make a speech and
to speak it from my heart.

Mr. S. Stubbs: But not to take all the
credit.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The lion. member surely does not be-
grudge any credit that may be reflected
on us in that respect. The hon. member
surely does not sneer if I speak facts con-
cerning what has been done in the course
of two years. I am only telling the his-
tory of two years events. I do not care
who has the credit. Am I not giving
credit to parents, credit to the children,
credit to the inspeetorial staff, and credit
to those who have organised this whole
body in accordance with the aims of the
Government I represent? Education
teaches us we should have no pride in
empty vanity. One thing education has
taught us is that we are all brothers, and
humanity is the cementing force. One
cannot elevate the lowliest child of the
community without improving to somec
measure the whole community. It is in
the betterment of these little ones that
the whole community is purified and en-
nobled. In education is that force which
takes hold of the little mind, and as it
were, puts the heart into a mould fo
fashion it for future aims. In that way
do we build the body politic, and that
force properly grown and matured in all
breasts and all minds, shall swveep before
it the remaining monuments of our vail-
ity in days gone by, the gals, asylums,
instruments of torture, and all the ele-
ments of that civic government which de-
serves no other designation; all is swept
away beneath its beneficent light. Edu-
cation, knowledge, and science which we
teach in our schools, it is that which has
made the bosom of the ocean heave be-
neath floating cities; it is that knowledge
which has swept the forest and the send
plains in to the invisible realms of the by-
gone, and has planted the homestead, 1ha
township, and the harvest fields of c
young and growing State; it is know.'-&,
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which has matured the wealth of the com-
munity and converted the one time fish-
ing village of Perth into a splendid city.
It is the power called education that
teaches man to look for the best
in his fellow men. It is that thing,
called education that teaches man
humility, and teaches him that he has
moen to learn, and it teaches even
those pupils in the old schools how to
respect the work of others without a
sneer, and to admit the good that is be-
ing done, without reproach and scorn. I
have enlarged somewhat on the subject,
hut it is not because I wish this Govern-
ment or myself in particular to take any
special praise. No; it is sufficient for me
to be one atom in this great force which
is elevating mankind above their super-
stitions, above their vulgar prejudices,
above their ignoble artifices, teaching them
to recognise the better part of human
nature in all their fellows. It is enough
for me for a little while, to be part of,
or to move within that wonderful and
mysterious agency that is transforming
the world into the enlightened paradise
of the twentieth century. The Govern-
ment want no praise, but we are obliged
to relate that we have done our duty. If,
being in that position, I have neglected
opportunities presented by a body of in-
spectors willing to advance the cause of
education, devoting their time zealously
to their work, allotting their tasks, one
taking charge of the continuation classes,
as 'Mr. Clubb has done, another in some
other features, co-ordinating the work, I
should be deserving of reproach if I did
not as far as possible fall in with those
plans, and suggest plans of my own.
The teachers about me are a body of men
wvho are noted for their zeal in educa-
tional matters. I have fraternised with
them and sought their advice, and made
suggestions to them in connection with
this great movement, the same elevation
of mankind which is part and parcel of
the great movement represented by these
Treasury benches. It is the uplifting of
the latent conscience of man, and the tak-
ing hold of childhood so that the brain
may expand and the heart may swell in
a purer atmosphere. That movement, I

am proud to work for, but I am conscious
of the difficulties because we cannot do all
we would wish to do. I know that there
are requests for new schools and new
teachers, but the means at our disposal
will not allow uis to do all that we would
desire. I know that the teachers would
not wish us to spend every increment that
the Treasury may be able to collect.
merely in advancing their selfish ends and
aims when we have districts not yet
reached, when we have townships not yet
settled, when we have far off country folk
to whom education has not yet been
granted, workers, pioneers of the coun-
try, building up this great State of oars.
We have all this to do, and therefore we
must be conscious of our limitations. We
knowv our difficulties, but notwithstanding
all this I can conscientiously say without
ally accusation of vanity, that during the
past two years wonderful progress has
been made iii educational matters in this
State. There has been a marvellous ad-
justment betwveen the directing staff and
the teaching staff, a marvellous co-ordina-
tion between all the different elemenis
and factors all leading up to the high
temple called the university, making it
possible for the lowliest in the land to
reach, stage by stage, to that university
where one is crowned by the rich laurels
of knowledge. Let us go on in this
House day by day and year by yea;, and
I assert that it will not be long before all
those bitter prejudices that divide man-
kind heart from heart will be as dead as
the strata of the earth.

[Mr. AMcDorvali took the Chair.]
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex):

After all was said and done any Minister
in charge of this great department could
always in telling language, if not in elo-
quent language, such as the Attorney
General had used, describe the progress
of the good work and the benefits which
had been achieved by this branch of the
service and the officers connected with it.
It was quite true that there was a con-
tinual appeal for educational facilities.
The schools were all overcrowded and he
was glad that the Minister had spoken
with all due humility, and had said that
he was not anxious for self praise, but
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rather that be rendered it to all those who
had been interested in the conduct of
the department. It should not be for-
gotten that in addition to the people, the
Parliament, the Ain~dister, and the mem-
bers of the educational staff, that the )re-
vious Administration in Western Aus-
tralia h ad also given their best attention
to the education of the children. The
Minister for Education had told the
House that the means were not all that
could he desired; 'hat he was unable to
grant the demands to the fullest extent
towards the establishment of schools and
providing teachers. This, of course, had
always been the trouble with the Mini-
ster for Education's predecessors when
attempting to meet requirements, more
especially in the agricultural areas. No
one could forget that some seven or eight
years prior to the great policy of land
settlement there wus not anything like
the demand we had at the present time
for edncational facilities. Notwithstand-
ing that we had of course the goldfields
rush, and during later years the children
had increased in numbers he was thank-
ful to say in the goldfields centres, and
had demanded from Parliament and the
Government, schools in which they could
receive education, which would fit them
for their future lives and occutnations.
A greAt demand for education had arisen
in jecent years from the permanent popu-
lation, and that of course would mean
much for the State. It would mean ad-
vancement and wealth to the community
and the destinies this Parliament and
those who occupied the Ministerial
benches presided over. But, whereas the
Minister for Education had taken some
portion of the credit and praice to his
Government, the Opposition could claim,
at any rate, that in their day, and during
their time. equal demands were male and
met. The continuation schools. the co-
ordination which the MNinister for Educa-
tion had emphasised, the fittina of the
puril to pass through the technical
selhools and aennire special knowvled-e
had existed in the time of the
previous Government, and were es-
tablished in main' instances by the Gov-
ernment with which 1,e. had been con-
nected. The University itself, the Mini-

ster for Education would admit, was
largely a creature of the creation
of the previous Government backed
tip by the gentlemen who had
been then in Op:;osition. Not one voice
had ever been raised against moderate
legitimate advancement in this depart-
ment- He did not wish to quibble and
take exception to the increased expendi-
ture, wbicb, of course, was the otctome
of the large increase in our juvenile
r-orulation, an increase for which, to
some extent at any rate, the policy of pre-
viou's administration;, more especially
within the last seven or eight years, had
been responsible. If these schools were
overcrowded to-day, if the demand for
more accommodation and more teachers
was ever on the increaseI it was due to the
fact that it had been possible for people
to settle and prosper on the land. His
only concern was that the means which
the 'm-isiter had referred to as lacking
were likely to be still f urther lacking. That
was the reason why he was preaching
economy to his friend the Treasurer. That
was why the Treasurer should take to
heart the advice so freely given him, but
which as a rule the Treasurer scorned.
The day would come when the Treasurer's
extravagance and waste of public money
in other directions would prevent this de-
partment from getting what it justly de-
manded- The MYinister for Education
would have had no reason to be fearful of
a lack of funds for his grand aspirations
had the Treasurer not delved into ruinous
State commercial undertakings. The loss
lost year on the State steamers alone
would have provided all the funds which
the Minister for Education required to-
day for the extension of his school sys-
tem.

The CHAIRIAN: There was no oc-
casion to go into the question of State
t eamers. The bon. member would be re-
qtired to keen within the division.

H-on. FRANK WILSON: All he was
rOing was to traverse the grounds fol-
lowedl lv the Minister, who had com-
rlainedi of the lack of funds. He was
rointinz out to the Treasurer where these
fnrds could have been saved and how the
Treasurer's extravagant mal-administra-

2701



2702 [ASSEMBLY.]

tion was; really depriving this depart-
ment of the necessary means to carry out
the njoble aspirations of [lie Minister for
Education. in referring casually to the
State steamers lie was not going beyond
the province of a general discussion on
the Education Department. He could ex-
tend the hand of brotherhood to the
Minister for Education. He was glad
the Mlinister's control of this department
had at last brought forcibly home to his
mind those lessons% of humilityv which the
Minister professed to have learnt even
at this late hour in life. Hon. members
were brothers in wishing to see all the
educational facilities that the funds which
the Treasurer found so difficult to raise
could provide. No hon. member took any
exception to [lie teachers being properly
paid for the work which they carried out.

Air. E. B. Johnston : You would not do
it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member did not know what lie was talk-
ing about. Hon. members bad bad the
cruelty to say that he (Hon. Frank
Wilson) had stopped the increments to
the teachers, inferring that the teachers
were the only people whose increments
had been stopped in [hat dark period of
the history of the State.

The Premier: Who brought it about?
HOn. FRANK WILSON: The hon.

-member had brought it about, and was
now bringing about a worse day of
reckoning than ever before experienced
in Western Australia. It would not be
a question only of stopping temporary
increments to teachers, but it -would he
a question of a black Wednesday, with re-
trenchments and reduction, if hon. niem-
bens remained much longer in office. The
late Administration had asked the teach-
ing staff to accept the same conditions as
every other civil servant was tinder at
that time. The teachers had accepted
those conditions and ultimately they were
treated like all other civil servanits and
received tbeir due increments. No one
could deny it, and if the Premier wvent on
using Loan funds for his departmental
expenditure, then even the Education De-
partment would suffer in common with
.other departments.

A~ir. Lewis! Stinking fish'
Hon. PRANK WILSON: It was not

easy to know what the lion, member
mecant with his cry of "stinking fish." The
actions and the administration of the
Government were stinking in the nostrils
of the people at the present time, if that
was what the lion, member referred to,
and they were likely to go on getting
much worse as the years rolled by. The
increase in the expenditure was a natural
one, the tniber of schools having risen
from some 400 two or three 'years ago, to
5.50. This was iii accordance with the
policy established in Western Australia
for many years past. During the time of
the late Admiinistration [lie schools had
increased b)y more than double. It was
always a pleasure if Parliament could
back ulp (be efforts of ally Government to
provide what was necessary in the in-
terests of [lie future generations. The ex-
p)enditure must increase, but there must
also be due caution in the expenditure
even of this department. The teachers
must he fairly treated and no favoiiritism
should be shown to any one individual
member of that great staff over another.
Whilst he commended the Minister for
his desire to give increases and for his
efforts to better the conditions of those
who were employed in this great under-
taking, he condemned the Mlinister's chief,
and the Minister himself inasmuch as he
did not appear to mete out uniform jus-
tice to all in this department. On the
Budget debate lie (Hon. Frank Wilson)
had had occasion to refer to the retiring
allowance paid* to Mr. Turvey, the mem-
ber for Swan.

The Premier: It is not on these Esti-
niates.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
wriggled at once. The Premier sneered
at all reference to a detail of [lint descrip-
tioni. But there was a principle of justice
underlying the matter. It had been
ventilated here on more than one occa-
sion. The Minister for Education, with
his protestations of fair play, his desire
to do right between the officers in his
department, should immediately take
cognisance of it and see that it was recti-
fled. Last session t"- -emier, in answer
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to a reference to this miatter, had given
a reply which, to use a mnild term, was in-
accurate. The Premier had then stated
that the allowance paid to the member
for Swan on retiring from the service to
become a member of Parliament was in
accordance with a provision operating in
the department. He (Hon. Frank Wilson)
had taken exception to the special con-
sideration shown to a member of the
Labour party who had given up his billet
in the Education Department to stand
(or Parliament and better his position.

Hon. W. C, Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : He was sacked for standing for
Parliament.

The Premier: Do not throw stones
when you are liviiig in a glass house.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Hon.
member was an expert at throwing bricks.
The hon. member had made wild state-
ments, -wilfully inaccurate at times, in
respect to this matter, and bad refrained
from doing what the member for Leonora
would term "the manly thing" and ac-
kinowledging his error and granting jus-
tice. The hon. member had said this
retiring allowance which was granted to
the member for Swan-

The Premier: Did Parker dig that up
for you?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Was the
hon. member referring to Mr. Bernard
Pairker?7

The Premier: I did not mention Mr.
Parker.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To whom
did the hon. member refer?

Mr. Lewis: The East Canning teacher.
HEon. FRANK WILSON: The corres-

ponidence of that gentleman was before
him.

Mr. Turvey: He interviewed you to-
night.

H-on. FRANK WILSON: That gentle-
man had written to him on several occa-
sions. Why should he not? On the 21st
of November of last year the Premier
had said the retiring allowance was the
ordinary retiring allowance in accordance
with the provision operating in the
Education Department. He (Hon, Frank
Wilson) had thereupon declared that the

explanation was not too clear and that
the established rule should bold good that
ani officer of the department leaving his
position for the purpose of bettering him-
self was not entitled to a retiring allow-
ance. The Premier had insisted that the
ullowance was an allowance accumulated
during the period of his service. There
was not the slightest doubt about the
legality of the position. The hon. mem-
ber for Swan said he had applied for a
retiring allowance on severing his con-
nection with the department; it was not
applied for after he had secured election
but while he was a teacher in the
department; he had not severed his
connection with the department of
his own free will. Then the member
for Perth had chipped in and stated that
11o specially favourable terms had been
m~eted out to the member for Swan;
several others who had left the depart-
ment for the purpose of bettering them-
selves had bean granted retiring allow-
ances. He (the leader of the Opposi-
tion) had never been able to find out who
those individuals were. The matter had
cropped up when Mr. E. 31. Dyer, a
teacher at Cape], applied to the depart-
mneat for a retiring allowance. Hie was
not leaving the department of his own
free wiUl but had been compelled to leave
because his eyesight was failing, and he
Could not continue to do his work satis-
factorily. That gentlemnan was refused
a retiring allowance, and when he pointed
out that the member for Swan had re-
ceived a retiring allowance, and that
surely his claim was equally as forcible
and just as that of the hon. member-he
had also referred to the Premier's utter-
ances in the House that all officers were
treated alike and that the retiring allow-
ance was in accordance with the regula-
tions-he received this wonderful reply
from the Director of Education-

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 9th inst., and to inform
you that the Premier's statement was
made in mistake. There is no regula-
tion anthorising a retiring allowance of
this kind and thme instance in question
was treated as a special case in which
there were special circumstances. Con-
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sequently I am unable to arrange for
ally such allowance as you request.

That letter said that the J-remser's state-
ment was a mistake, just what we had
told the Premier at the time, aud yet the
Premier would not acknowledge tbe error
and rectify it. There was also the case
of Mr. Parker, a gentleman whose letters
he had read to the House during the
general discussion on the Budget. That
gentleman's health was fadling him and
hie had to retire. It was not because the
department ordered him to retire but
because his medical adviser strongly
urged him to get away from the teaching
occupation and go onl the land. He had
111/ years continuous service since his
readmission to the department, or 141/
years in all, whilst the member for Swvan
bad had 71/ years' service since his re-
admission, or 13 years in all; but the
member for Swan got a retiring allow-
ance whilst the other man, who had to
gro forth to earn his living on the land,
and to learn a fresh occupation, was re-
fused an allowance, notwithstanding that
he had a record of good service to the
State, and had been commended for the
work he had carried out. Where did the
justice come in? Was the Minister going
to see that that man, and others of whom
there were numbers in the service, re-
ceived the same justice at the hands of
the Government as the member for Swan
had received? He was not making a per-
sonal attack on the member for Swan.

7Ar. Turvey: It seems to be your night-
mare.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It would
take something more than the hon. mem-
ber to give him nighitmare. If the bon.
member was going to substantiate the
Premier's statement as put forth in the
Director's letter, lie should either return
the retirir'w allowance which had been
granted to him by the Treasurer, not in
accordance with the regulations, or elke-
and he sageested this as a better alterna-
tive-the Premier should see that he acted
justly by f he other officers of the depart-
ment, and treated those other men who
had had to leave, not to satisfy their
political ambition, but because, their
health had broken down in the service of

the department, with that even-handed
justice which had been granted to a mem-
her of the party to which the Government
belonged. This matter demanded atten-
tion and it did not matter to him a rap
howv the Premier might squirm, snarl, and
fight. It did not matter to him how the
member for Swanl, and other members on
the Government side might accuse him of
personal animosity. He had no feeling
against them personally, bue he had a
lot of animosity against their methods of
administration and against the injustice
that had been ])erpetrated and had been
supported by the Premier and his col-
league who had carried his audience away
to-night by his eloqjuence in behalf of the
teaching staff and the department over
which he had undoubtedly the honour, at
the present time, to temporarily preside.
He asked the Premier not to treat this;
matter with his customary larrikinism
and levity.

ifr. E. B. Johnston rose to a point of
order.

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The word
larrikinism is not a Parliamentary ex-
pression that canl be allowed. The hon.
member must withdraw.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The word
wvould be withdrawn.

The Premier: I am not satisfied with
a withdrawal. He must apologise for
that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The expres-
sion had been withdrawvn.

The Premier: But I think it is absgo-
lutely unfair.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: The expres-
sion larrikinismn had often been used in
this Chamber. It meant a boyish disre-
gard of the responsibilities and cares of
offlee.

'.%r. Underwood: On a point of order!
Has the hon. member withdrawn the ex-
pre~sion ?

The CHAIRMAN: Yeq.
Yr. Underwood: Well, I take it he is

not allowved to continnie talking about it.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-

mier need not be so thin-skinned. The
bon. member was fond of throwinZ bricks.
The expression had been withdrawn be-
canse the Chairman had ruled it out of
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,order, but it was to be hoped that tile
Premier wvould not treat the matter with
his usual levity.

The Premier: 1 will not take any no-
tice of you at all.

Hont. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mnier was not asked to take notice of him.

Thew Premier: I doe not intend to.
'Phe CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hou. FRANK WILSON: If the Pre-

ier was going to "cut" him henceforth
lie did not know that he would lose any
rest over it. He wvas asking the Premier,
not to take notice of 'tim, but to take
not ice of those men who had been hadly
treated.

"'le Prem~ier: I will do less than that.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: 'Pile Pre-

jice was surely not going to vent his re-
sentment onl th~ose men.

Mr. Lewvis: WAhy* did you not practise
what you preach?

Hion. FRANK WILSON: Let the Gov-
ermnent practice justice.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You never knew how.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Only one

member can address the Chair at a time.
Mr. Underwood: You do not know the

meaning of the word.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Injustice

had been perpetrated. Either the mem-
ber for Swan had wrongly received the
retiring allowance, or those men who had
claimed retiring allowances had been
wrongly ref used.

Mr. Lewis: Why did you not practise
what you preach when you had the op-
port unity?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why did
not the lion. member support this plea
for justice in his own electorate-this
plea to protect men from an injustice
that was being perpetrated. He was ask-
ing for justice, for what the Premier had
said did exist, namely that all officers of
the department were treated alike. He
was asking that there should not be
special cases and special circumstances,
as mentioned in the Director's letter, re-
ferring to a member of the Government
party, which convinced the Government
that he should hlave a retiring allowance
and that there should he no special cir-
cumstances surrounding the retirement of

[98]

other officers of the department. The
Premiier might take this matter ill if he
liked; he might take it indifferently; hie
might decide to ignore these claims, as no
(lotult lie woutld after his expressions this
evening. hut lie (Hon. Frank Wilson)
would not refrain from ventilating the
matter sit(l lettingz thne public know that
apparently there was something which
nude a law for one of the Governent

suIpporters in this Rouse, which was not
aplplicable to the other employees of the
department. That wats the injustice
wich he asked should be rectified, and
whilst we were building uip a 'big edifice
i1l Western Australia that was to mould
and forni the chairacter of future genera-
tions. and which, according to the Min-
ister for Education was to make its all
brol hers thr-oughout the ]lnd, let uts avoid,
if we pozsihly cotuld. anlything which
might have the appearancee of favourit-
ism; let its endeavour ho sink our own
hurt feelings and inqutire impartially into
these claims, and do justice to those who
were even worse off, and perhaps owing
to their state of htealth, wvere more en-
titled to consideration than the case he
had referred to.

Mr. TtIRVEY (Swan): Hon, mem-
bers on the Opposition benches had rea-
son to be Proutd of the magnificent effort
put forward by their leader on our edu-
cation system. He had taken up his
time in discussing what to the people of
this State was one of the most important
divisions of the Estimates in order to tell
them two things, first, that the teachers
of Western Australia might look forward
to a Black Wednesday, presumably when
the leader of the Opposition again occu-
pied the Treasury benches, and secondly,
and the one to which he had devoted most
attention, the item of a retiring allowance
gratnted to hims (Mr. Turvey) on his dis-
missal from the Education Department-
a matter of some £79. Since the leader
of the Opposition had taken such time to
show what an awful waste of money this
was, hie desired to show that it was a mere
bagatehle compared with some of the
scandalous waste permitted while the hion.
member wvas Premier. Would lion, mem-
bers compare that £79 with the sum of
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£17,000 which lie gave to his intimate
pals in connection with our railway con-
struction works? Compare it with the
£6,000 which the hon. member gave to
Vincent Brothers and with the sums he
gave to Mir. Teesdale Smith and others,
and then let him talk to the people about
a retiring allowance that was granted to
a public servant who was incontinently
kicked out by the present leader of the
Opposition and his colleagues.

The LPremier: Hie would not care if he
gave £79,000 to his friends.

Mr. TJ2RVEY: The Auditor General's
report commented on the quantity of
whisky consumed at a function organised
by the hon. member. The value of the
whisky consumed at the expense of the
pablic. The cost of the function amoun-
ted to considerably more that the sumn
paid to the puiblic servant who was diis-
missed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What was the
function?

Mr. TUTRVEY: Let the hon. member
look at the Auditor General's report,
where he commented on the fact that a1
treat organised by the leader of the Op-
position, who was then Premier, aL Par-
liauntary trip-

Hon. Frank Wilson: For your benefit,
to Rottuest.

Mr. TURVEY: The function and the
whisky consumed cost £C215 to this State,
and the Anditor General commueated on
the immense quantity consumed.

lieu. Frank Wilson: The Rottuest trip
for the then Opposition.

',Nr. TL'RVEY: The hon. member ought
to refer to dignity and larrikinism. If lhe
wanted to sink to the same level as the
hon. member he could tell him some deeds
upon which the light of day dared not
he thrown.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tile bon. member
had accused him of deeds on which lie
dared not throw t1e light of day. He
demanded that the hon, member should
fully explain those deeds or withdraw the
expression.

The CHAIRMAN: Then he would ask
the hon. member to withdraw the expres-
sion,

Hon. Frank Wilson: It would he pre-
ferable if the hon. member fully ex-
plained it.

The CHAIRMAN: Or to fuilly explain
I he matter.

Mr. TURVEY: The hon. member had
referred to larrikinism in this Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Did the,
lion, member intend to fully explain or
withdraw?

Mr. TURVEY: The leader of the Op-
position was a bigger larrikin than any
member of the House.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon, member
muist withdraw. The remark was applied
Ino the leader of the Opposition and earlie~r
he had miade the leader of the Opposition
withdraw the remark which he applied
to the Premier. The hon. member for
Swn ust withdra-w.

Mr. TJRVEY: 'Very well, he regretted
that Parliamentary procedure compelled
him to withdraw.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Would the hon.
member withdraw the other imputation!

Mr. TTJRVEY: It had been withdrawn.
Hon. Frank Wilson: No, the other im-

putation thant he had done deeds upon
which the light of day dared not be
thrown, which was really an imputation of
dishonesty.

Mr. TlTRYEY: That had been with-
drawn.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
stated that he had withdrawn.

Mr. TURVEY: The hon. member hail
stated that this was not a, personal attack
upon him. The amount did not appear
on the Estimates but was being continu-
ally dragged up, by tire leader of the Op-
position.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do you object to
the other fellows getting the same treat-
meut 9

Mr. TURV1EY: No, lie did not.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Then why not

help mne to get it for themn?
Mr. TURiVEY: In his case he had ap-

plied for his retiring allowance and had
received it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then fight for'
the others.
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The Premier: He was prepared to eon-
tinue in the service, but you would not
permit hin to do so.

Mr. TURVEY: When the leader or
the Opposition found there was a teacher
standing for Parliamentary honours anti
three railway servants, and that the three
railway servants were backed up by a
strong union he adopted an entirely dif-
ferent attitude towards them.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I did not.
Mr, 'I'URYY: The hou. member and

his 'Ministers at that time took an en-
tirely different attitude towards the mem-
bers who were backed uip by a strong
organisat ion from the attitude they
-adopted towards him.

The Premier: He absolutely crawled
to them.

M11r. TURVEY: Those men were rein-
stated.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Because the Com-
missioner ranted their long leave.

The Premier: You made the Conmis-
sioner do so.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I did exactly what
I wrould do to-day.

Mr. TTJRVEY: The leader of the Op-
position and his colleagues 'had adopted
an entirely different attitude to those
members of the railway union from that
adopted towards him as a Government
servant in another department.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They did not.
'Mr. TLT'EIYY: Those gentleman -were

reinstated. He had asked to he allowed
to continue in his position, but was told
that he could not do so.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You were not on.
leave.

Mr.- TURVEY: It was like pouring
water on a duck's hack to discuss the mat-
ter with the leader of the Opposition.

The Premier: ec instructed the Com-
missioner to reinstate them.

Mlr. TURVEY: What had the leader
of the Opposition to say in regard to the
telegrams sent from the Great Southern
district on the eve of the election?

Hon. Frank Wilson interjected.
The CHAIMAN: Would the leader

oDf the Opposition allow the hion. member
to continue without interruption?

Hon. Frank Wilson:- Then he apolo-
grised and would leave the Chamber.

The Premier: Crawling out.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Very well, bie

would reniaili.
Alr. TIURVEY: Telegrams were flashed

from the Great Southern district to have
those mein reinstated immediately.

Mr. Wisdom : What has that to dto Willh
iti

Mr. TUt{V KY: Those men were rein-
stated, and lie was refused reinstatement
in his department. It had a lot to do
with the matter.

M1r. Wisdom: You have not justified
it yet.

The Premier: That is even-handed jins-
lice.

The (CHAIRMAN: The hon, mnember
for Swan was addressing- the Chair, In-
terjections were coming from all sides.
One lion. member had interjected that tue
member for Swan, had not justified his
remark, and it would be interesting to
know how he could do so when so many
,were talking at one and the same time.

Mr. Wisdom: It was his impression that
the Premier was speaking at the time.

Mr. TURVEY: Hon. members ought
to refrain from interjecting and ought to
take their gruel quietly. He did not in-
terject when the leader of the Opposition
was making charges wholesale against
him.

Hon. Prank Wilson: Plenty on your
side did. Are you going to give these
men justice.

INr. TLTRVEY: It was his intention
to tell the hon. member some truths which
he would not like made public.

Hon. Prank 'Wilson: You have made
that threat before.

Mfr. TURVEY: The hon. member would]
be told anoter-

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hon. member
had said lie was going to say something
that he did not want made puhlic. that
was discreditable, It was an insinuation
that he had done something wrong, and
that lie was concealing something.r It was
n offensive remark and he asked that it

he withdrawn.
The CHAIRMAN: Would the hon'.

member withdraw the remark?
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Mr. T1JRVEY: Then be would with-
draw the remark, and make the statement
after lie had withdrawn. He referred to
the Auditor General's comments on the
whisky that was consumed. He believed
some 68 bottles were consumed by the
lion. member and his friends on that oc-
vasioll.

lion. Frank WVilson: By your friends.
Air. TURtVEY: Onl that occasion--
Eon. Prank Wilson: It was his desire

to protest against the remark and to deny
that he hand ever consuimed 6,9 bottles of
-whisky. The hon. member referred to a
visit to Rottuest whichi he (31r. Wilson)
had orgoanised, and at which be said a1
great number of bottles of whisky-

Mr. TURVEY : Was the hon. mem-
ber in order in making a speechi at this
juncture 7

Hon. Frank Wilson: This injured our
reputations and hie wanted to make a
denial.

Mr, TURVEY : It was his intention
to refuse to withdraw the expression be-
cause hie had a statement here from the
Auditor General and would read it to
the leader of the Opposition. The Audi-
tor (l'eneral, commenting on an item of
£215 2s. 7d., expenditure which was in-
cuirred in February, 1911, while the lion.
member was Premier, referred to the
facet that included in the amount was an
item for 6S bottles of whisky. He (Mr.
Turvey!) asked tine lion. member whom
that whisky was consuimed by, and if it
was not consumed by the hion. member
and his friends?

Hon. Frank Wilson: The hion. member
accused him of consuming it. That
was what he asked him to withdraw.
He never consumed 68 bottles of whisky,
nor did so with the assistance of his
friends on these benches.

The HAcIRMAN : The statement
should be withdrawn.

3Mr TURVEY : Was bhe to say wie
Auditor General waq wrong in what he
said I

The CHAIRM1AAN : The hion. member
had read what thte Nuditor General had
said, but there was certain parliament-
airy procedure which must be observed.
The hion. member must Fp'oak in some-

thing like reasonable illustrations, and
could not go all over the world; there
should be some consideration in this re-
spect. While he (the Chairman) gave,
the utmost possible latitude, he wanted
the illustrations to have something to do
with the Estimates under discussion.

Mr. TURVEY :The statement that
the hion. gentleman consunmed 68 bottles
of whisky himself would be withdrawn.

Hon. flank Wilson :Or his friends.

Mr. TUVEY :What he read here
was what was included in the Auditor
General's report, that in I his item of'
£215 2s, 7d. were no fewer than 68 bot-
tles of whisky', which were consumed on
that trip which was inauigurated by the
lion. gentleman and his friends.

Rion. Frank Wilson :And the then
leader of the Opposition, the Premier.

Mr. TURVEY : If one needed to say
that the hion. gentleman was responsible
time after time for lavish waste of
public funds on himself and those con-
nected with him, one could go on aud on.
One could refer, for instance, to the num-
ber of times State motor cars were used
for the lion, gentleman's wife and daugh-
ter to do shopping around the city.

Hon. Frank Wilson :His wife and
daughiter never wvent shopping in the
State motor cars. lie asked the hion.
member to withdrawv that also.

Mr. TURVEY :Very well, he would
withdraw the statement and say the lion.
gentleman's daughter used a ear, and
it was chargzed up to the State, in order
to take the lion, gentleman's daughter
around Claremont. He (Mr. Turvey)
did not wish to proceed, hut he could re-
fer to other items of motor coats and
other things which -were charged up to
the people of this State.

Hon. Frank Wilson :What about the
motor cars that you are now all using.

Mr. TURVEY:- What hie had en-
deavoured to show was that thousands
and thousands of pounds had been spent
by the lion, gentleman andi to-night he
was quibbling over anl item of some £70
odd that was given to a public servant
on Ilis retirement.

lion. Frank Wilson : Wrongly given.
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Mr. 'PURVEY :Simply and solely be-
cause he happened to be a member of the
Labour party.

i-on. Frank Wilson :It was wrongly
.6ven.

[Mr. Holmn resumned the Chair.]

Mr. 'PURVEY :It was a pity indeed
that such a matter as this had had to be
discussed and tad, so far as the leader
of the Opposition was concerned, been
made one of par-amount importance in
discussing the Education Estimates of
the State. One would have thought that
the leader of the Opposition would have
isen above a paltry matter like this in
discussing sutch an important thing ats
the education of the children of Western
Australia. He (Air. 'Purvey- ) desired to
refer to a few matters in regard to the
Education Department. The Minister
had pointed to the fact that the compul-
sory officers in this State were having
less work to do year after year. He
(Mr. 'Purvey) also noted that with pride,
but he had also noticed another import-
ant matter in connection with the work
of the compulsory officers, and that was
that notwithstanding, the fret that less
work was throwvn upon the compulsory
officers the percentage of attendance to
enrolment was the highest last year that
had ever been recorded in the history of
the State. To an 'yone who gave atten-
tion to educational matters at all this
indeed must be one matter that was very'
pleasing. It showed that our, teachers
were advancing with the times; it showed
that our education system was tn-
proving, and that to-day' the chl-
(Iron looked upion school as some-
thing of an attraction to them.
different indeed from the (lays of years;
gone by wvhen children, having- a mortal
d]read of attending school, look every op)-
portunity to absent theiselres. To-day,
however, we found our children discon-
tented if they had to remain awvay from
school, and the fact which be had men-
tioned that tlie percentage of attendances
for last year was the highest recorded in
the history of tile State, spoke volumes

not only for the work of our Director
of Education, but for his staff of inspec-
tors and also for the teachers throughout
the State. 'Pie Minister referred to the
increasing demands for accommodation in
our schools, and also the increased number
of schools which were being opened. In
tile last report, it ight be pointed out,
out of .53 schools that were opened, 48
of themn were country schools. This
shlowedl the increased cost that wvas being
entailed in advancing the educational
system. These country schools required
just as rutch as the city schlools in the
way of competent teachers and they had
to be paid. The 'Minister for Education
had pointed with pride to the fact that
since the advent of the present Govern-
meint thle salaries of teachers had been
considerab~ly increased. He (Mr. 'Purvey)
desired to express hlis hearty appreciation
of what Ilad been done by the present
Goveri nment for the teachers of this State.
He desired to emphasise what he had re-
ferred to by way of interjection when
the Minister was speaking, that much had
yet to be done, but he did so without in
any way disparaging the good work that
llad already been done by the present
Minister. His good work had been recog-
nised by the teachers throughout the
State, and in the last issue of the Teachers'
Journal complimentary references were
made to the Minister for what he had
dlone, and that journal went on to say-

Mr. Walker has shown whole-hecarted
and practical sympathy for the teach-
er-s in their work. He has substantially
improved the remuneration of nearly
all thie grades of teachers and lie has
placed the ilnspectorial salaries on a
more commonsense basis, and he has
made a name for himself generally as
Minister for Education.

Then it went further on tn rev that Mr.
Walker had removed many' glaring
anomalies which had existed in the de-
partment for years. Reference might be
made to some of those anomalies. When
the Minister was speaking the member
for Wagin (Mr. S. Stnbbs) interjected
that no one would object to the increases.
and that no one would object to the re-
moval of those anomalies, but what shouild
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be pointed out was that not only had in-
creases been given to teachers, but
greater benefits were 'being derived by
our country school children. We had
been told from time to time that the child
of the poor man in Western Australia
had equal opportunities with the child of
the rich manl, and that the country school
child had equal opportunities of obtain-
ing scholarships with the child of the city
schools. That position might be analysed
for a umoinent so far as the past was
concerned. Looking- at the last report
which was available, it was noticed that
52 secondary scholarships had been
granted, and of those only seven went to
what might be termed country schools,
or only about 13 per cent., while 87 per
cent, went to the city or the large central
schools. Several of the secondary scholar-
ships were for entrance to the Modern
School. There wvere 463 entries repre-
senting 170 schools, and 61 of these enl-
tries were from country schools. At the
Modern School the vacancies to be filled
numbered 100, and it was found that
after the vacancies had been allotted to
the winners of the secondary scholar-
ships, there were still 66 remaining and
of these only six were filled by children
from country schools. What he was en-
deavouring to show thre House was that
the child in the country had not anything
like the opportunity of gaining scholar-
ships that the child in the city had.
Therefore there would always be the
tendency on the part of those who desired
their ch ildren to receive this higher educa-
tional facilities to remain or keep about
the big centres of population. Tt was
satisfactory to note that alterations in
this regard had been made by the present
Minister for Education. With rezard to
the Government exhibitions, some 20 were
granted. There were 125 candidates who
presented themselves and of that number
not a single exhibition was gained b 'y a
child from the country schools. With re-
gnrd to bursaries. 1741 candidates pre-
seated themselves for examination ajia
not a single one from a country' school
succeeded. With regard to the senior and
junior exhibitions it was found that these
were nearly al1l won by children from the

private secondary schools. One had only
to glance at the last report of the Educa-
tion Department to find there that nearly
all these scholarships, bursaries, and ex-
hibitions that wvere pranted, which were
supposed] to be open equally to the couna-
try schools, as well as to the city schools
were won by scholars attending the city
or the large central schools. The member
for Wagin (iNlr. S. Stubbs) and others
on the Opposition benches, interjected
that the Minister was inclined to take a
little praise to himself and his Govern-
ment for reforms in that direction, hut
the House would be interested to know
that in February of this year new regu-
lations were issued at the direction of the
Minister governille primary and second-
ary schools scholarships. Primary school
scholarships were granted wherever a
particularly bright child was to be found
in a countryv school and some twelve were
allotted each year of the value of about
£25 each, and they were tenable to such
time as the holder of that scholarship com-
pleted the primary school education, or
won some secondary school scholarship,
provided the reports showed good pro-
gress and conduct on the part of thre child.
Under the direction of the present Alin-
ister a certain pr-oportion of the second-
ary school scholarships were now reserved
for children attending country schools.
The Minister should go still further with
his reform in this direction and make
a greater number of these scholarships
available to the children attending coun-
try schools. Our settlers went out and
blazed the truck, taking with them their
wvives and families, and unless this special
reserve of scholarsh~ips were there for the
children they would have little or no
opportunity of competing with any de-
gree of success against the children at-
tending the larger schools. The Minister
had stated that there was a spirit of
grateful content t hroughout the staff of
teachers to-day' . That was scarcely cor-
rect ; but there was a far greater content
existing amongst the teachers to-day than
had existed in tile past. Until the teacher
was paid a salar ,y somewhat commensu-
r-ate with the impiortance of the work he
was called upon to Perform We COUld.1ot
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expect that spirit of grateful content-
ment.

Mr. S. Stuhbs :When wvill that come
about?

Mr. TURVEY: It would come about in
due course if the Labour Government were
left in power. The Minister had already
giveni an indication of a desire to see teach-
ers properly remunerated. A comparison
of the salaries paid to-day with those paid
by the late Government revealed a big
increase, althoug-h far from what it should
be when the important work of the tea-
ehers was taken into consideration. With-
out wishing to detract from the magnifi-
cent manner in which the present Govern-
nment had assisted the teachers, it wvas to
be confessed that there were many anoma-
lies existing in the department. Doubt-
less these would be rectified through the
teachers' union if they presented their
case properly to the Director and through
the Director to the Minister. The Min-
ister, if he found that a teacher was not
getting a fair deal, would at once deal
fairly by that teacher. The Mtinister had
also stated that the teachers had the mak-
ing of the future destiny of the State in
their hands, that they were asked to mould
the body politic as it were that would
sweep away the barbaric monuments of
the past. Such a statement was sufficient
to show that the Minister realised the im-
portance of the work of teaching. Yet,
notwithstanding the immense increases
which had been granted by the present
Government, the teachers who wvere asked
to mould the minds of future citizens were
paid less than those who wvere asked to
mould a block of jarrah or of stone. It
would be far better to stop our public
works policy than to interfere with the
progress of our educational system. It
was to be remembered that the children of
to-dayv were the citizens of the future, and
after all, the importance of the State
would depend entirely upon the manner
in which those f u tire citizens wecre
moulded. National prosperity did not
depend alone upon a progressive works
policy, neither did it depend upon our
defence policy; but it depended also upon
having well trained, well equipped citi-
zens. By "well trained'' he meant not

only mental training but that they should
be trained physically and have well de-
veloped bodies. He was pleased to know
that the teachers in Western Australia
were devoting considerable attention to
the building up of the child physically as
well as mentally. Too mutch importance
could not be attached to the physical wel-
fare of our children. When hie advocated
an increased expenditure on medical in-
spection in our schools he knew that the
Treasurer would at once say that the
money was not there. It bad been amus-
ing to bear the member for Wagin (Mr.
S. Stubbs) say that no one on the Opposi-
tion side would object to exlpenditure on
this department, when it was known that
members of the Opposition took every op-
portunity of going through the country
decrying the fact that there was a deficit,
that the country was going to the dogs.
Then when we asked for increased ex-
penditure in this department we were told
that no one would object. Hon. members
must remember that the educational sys-
temn was
cern, but
out. He
a System
instituted
Western
States in
lion had
tralia but

not a revenue producing con-
represented a continual paying
was prepared to advocate that
of medical inspection should be
in our schools. Unfortunately

Australia was behind the other
this respect. A medical inspec-
taken place in Western Aims-
was not followed up. The act-

ing medical officer for schools had fur-
nished a report of an inspection of the
schools, in which it was shown beyond
doubt that there was absolute necessity
for immediate attention boing given to
thle phyvsical wvelfare of our school chil-
dren.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : The inspection is still going on.

Mr. TLTRVTEY: The inspection might
be still going on in some of the City
school.

Hon. IV. C. Angwiu (Honorary Mlin-
ister) :In the country schools as well.

Mr. TtTRVEY: It was gratifying to
hear that this inspection was going on in
the country schools, and he hoped that it
would he increased. If any hon. member
would go into any school and put the
question to the teacher he would be told
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that there were certain dulards in the
school. Possibly whilst a teacher he (Mr.
Turvey), in common with others, mnight
have lost patience at times with a dull
child and been too ready to blame the
child:, bitt in most of those cases it could
be proved by medical inspection that it
was the fault of some physical deformity
in the child. Reports from the other
States where these medical inspections
were regularly made had shown that in
nearly every c ase of a supposed dullard
it was due to somie physical defect in the
child. if we were to have a well developed
body of citizens in the future it was es-
sential that the department should turn
its attentiont to this. Of course it meant
increased expenditure. In Victoria three
medical inspectors hod been appointed by
the Education Department, and also a
statf of nurses. In Queensland a scheme
of instruction had been entered upon.
There was a miedical branch of the De-
partment of Public Instruction, consist-
ing of a medical inspector of schools,
school nurses, and a dental inspector.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) -We started before they did in
Queensland.

Mr. TIIRVE Y: The Minister was
hardly righit in saying that Western Aus-
tralia started before Queensland. But
the point was that the start should be fol-
lowed tip and remedial measures insti-
tuted. So far as the other States were
concerned, he believed that with one ex-
ception increased attention was being
given to this matter.

The Premier: Every other State is
more developed than ours.

Mr. TURVEY: That was admitted.
Attention might also he given to the type
of desk that was iii use.

11r. Allen: Tripe!

M. TUR'VEY: One was grateful to
the hion, member for his interjection. This
subjiect was tripe to some members. who
occuplied the Opposition benches.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Nobody said such a
thing. I rise to a point of order. The
member for Swan said that an interjection
"Tripe" came from this side of the House.
Such a remark never came from this side,

and I ask the hion. member to withdraw.
It is not fair.

The CHAIIRMAN: What is the point
of order?

Mr. S. Stubbs: Thai the member for
Swan made a -statement which is inac-
curate.

The ('HAII&A: If the lion. mem-
ber for Wau_-in takes exception to a state-
nient wade it must be withdrawn.

.%fr, S. Stnbhs: Well, T take exception
top the statement.

The CHAIRMAN: What is the state-
mnentl

Mr. S. Stubbs: The member for Swan
s;aid that lion. niembers on this side inter-
jected "tripe." I say they did not.

The CHAIRMAN: If thle lion, member
did not make the statement lie need not
take anyv notice of it.

Mr. TIURVEY: The -Minister was to
be congratulated onl his efforts to deal
with the question of anl improved desk in
the schools. He hoped the MKinister would
assist in every way possible to put into
the schools. particularly the new schools
that were being built, desks that had
some formi of back to them. He wished
to draw attention to a new type of desk
which was on the market, called the Arm-
strong desk, whichl had received the high-
est commendation from the education
authorities in all parts of Australia, and
which was the invention of Mr. Arm-
strong of Sawyers' Valley school, a re-
mnote country school in this State. That
desk had already been adopted, be under-
stood, in one or two schools of the State,
and when one read the Press opinions on
the desk, one could not help expressing
the hope that it would ere long be found
in mlost country schools. If the desk was
as; good as the Press notices would lead
one to believe, lie hoped it would be ad-
opted in the new schools that were being
erected. This design of desk gave the
child plenty of fr-eedom and support, and
the right sitting position as well. If
hon. members -were asked to sit for five
or six hours at a time with no support
for their backs theyv would find them-
selves with curvature of the spine or some
suchl deformnity. He knew the Minister
had given some attention to this matter,
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and it the desk had met with the ap-
proval of the Minister and his officers he
trusted that the desk would] be introduced
as far as possible in all new schools.
Before concluding he desired to refer to
the work of the teachers. He regretted
to say Chat there were many people in
Western Australia who had the idea that
teachers were people who wvent to work
about nine o'clock in the morning and
finished about 3.30) or 3.45 in the after-
noon, but an examination of the currien-
him and the regulations would prove to
any vlhon, member that if a teacher carried
out the duties devolving upon him under
the currieulunm and thle regulations, the
amount of clerical work he was asked to
perform could not he done in less than
twelve hours per day' . He was referring
of course Io one-amn schools in the
country.

Mr. Lander: Some of that work should
he knocked out.

Mr. TL3TVEY: If any f eather honestly
and conscientiously carried out the duties
expected of him tinder the regulations.
and in conformity, with the curriculum,
he eould not do his work under twelve
hours per day. He mentioned this fact
to remove the misapprehension that tea-
chers had a fairly- good time, that they
only went to work at nine o'clock and
finished before four o'clock. In regard
to the supply of hooks for school pull--
poses. he was pleased that since the ad-
vent of the present Government some re-
form had been made in that direction.
and he would ask the Minister to endea-
V'onr to utilise the sen'ices of a few of
his capable inspectors. The Minister had
in the department officers who were cap-
able of compiling good school books for
use in the department, capable of turn-
ing )ut works which would compare more
than favourably with works that were
prepared by- the officers in the education
departments of the Eastern States and
were looked upon as standard works. If
this were done, probably the Government
printing office could be utilised. and if
the books were supplied to the children
at actual cost price to the Government.
it would mean a big reduction in the price
of books and a bigl saving to the children

of poor' parents. Another reform to
which reference might bV made was the
abolition of the insanitary system of
slates. He did not say that the present
Government had instituted it, hut it was
a very desirable reform and one which
had tended to the betternent of the health
of the children. The Minister should con-
sider the molter of lucad school commit-
lees. He did not refer to so-called school
boards, hut to local committees in each
little town wherever aC school was estab-
lished. ,These committees could assist the
teacher to a very great extent. Good
work lad been d]one thirough the medium
of a few citizens in little communities
assisting the teacher by establishing a
.school fluid for beautifying the school
and purchasing necessary aids to teach-
ing,,. The Minister might introduce a
.system of subsidising such school funds
and therebyv encourage the people in each
owvn to assist the teacher and the child-

ren and ito assist edueation generally by
giving donations towaris the fund.

The Premnier: Provide ech child with
a decent education first.

Mr. TT'RVEY: These matters were
really* a cost upon the floverument. If
local committees were encouraged the
people would gladly avail themselves of
the opportunity to provide improved aids
to teaching. A slight subsidy from the
Government would amount to less than
the Government were paying at the pre-
sent time.

The Premier : Suipposing the people in
any one centre refnsed to do that, wonld
You refuse to supply them with free
material q

Mr. TURVEY: The policy should be
to help those who were ready to help
themselves.

The Premier: And refuse to help the
othersi?

Mr. TTIRVEY: No.
The Premier: The hospitals which help

themselves get more than the others.
Afr. 'THARVEY: Where the people did

not help) themselves ho would not advo-
cate the abolition of free stock, butl where
the people took an interest in their school
the 0overnment should be ready to help
them a little more than wvhere parents
took no interest in it. The question
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should receive the earnest consideration
of the Minister: Among other reforms
ranted by the present Minister was one
which hadl been asked for for many years,
and that was an increase of salary to
sewing mistresses throughout the State.
At last under the present Government a
slighlt increase had been granted.

Rion. J. Mfitcellt: Their virtues seem
to be very slight indeed always.

Mr. TLTRVEY: The increases might
he shlrt, bot they were ifinitely more
than were granted bjy the hon. member
And his colleagues.

The Premier: You would require a
microscope to see them.

M,%r. Foley: And the parents had to
pay a shilling a week for their children,
too.

Mr. TURVEY: fn conclusion one
could not fail to express the highest ap-
preciation at the splendid manner in
which the present Government had as-
sisted the education system. Not only
bad they assisted so far as the provision
of schools and consideration far the wel-
fare of the children were concerned, hut
they had also assisted the teachers. He
did not wish to disparage the work of
previous Governments in this respect, but
teachers were kept on a salary of £70 or
£80 ntil the advent of the present Gov-
ernnment. Now, however, no teacher was
in receipt of a salary of less than £C110.
That was very little indeed-

The Minister for Education: That is
chbiefly paid to the young girls starting in
the service. You do not want to make the
beginning too high, bitt you want to in-
spire them to rise up.

Mr. TURVEY: It was something for
whicht the teacher,; had asked for many
years and it had heen left to a Labour
Government to zrant it. He thought the
teachers of Western Australia would be
indeed glad to know that the Labouir
Government would continue for many
years and so would prevent the arrival
of that Block Wednesday to which the
leader of the Opposition had referred.

)FTr. E. 1B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) : Much might be said in ap)-
preciation of the work of the Eduication
Department under thie present Minister.

Hon. J. Mitchell: There is plenty Vf
time; you have all night.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It was his
intention to occupy as much time as hie
desired, but as it was rather late lie wvould
not euilogise the Minister's work so much
as it deserved.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We will take 111 the
rest of the night so you might as well
tell uis.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Eloquent as5
the Minister's speech was, the tact that
this small population of 318,000 lpeople
were now spending £C319,000 a vear ton
education, altogether apart from what
was spent on building new schools, and
that this year the increase in salaries to
teachers and the provision of salaries for
new teachers amiounted to no less than
£42.757 . these facts were as eloquent as
the speech of the Minister, and showed
that the Labour Government were doing
noble work in bringing free education to
ouir children.

Hon, J. Mitchell: That £42,000 does not
represent salaries.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: A part or it
represented inereases,- and a part of it
was provision for teachers in the flew
schools which were required all over the
agricultural districts under the policy of
the present Government. The Premier,
in the course of his remarks on the Bud-
gret, informed hon. members that it was
the intention of the Government to abolish
all the fees at the secondary schools and
at the technical schools, and he was sorry
that the M1inister had not enlightened
members as to the date wvhen the abolition
would take pilace. That was a point on
which lie desired information, but he con-
eluded that from the 1st January next our
secondary schools would be free. He
would like to compare the fact that the
present Government bad abolished fees
in secondary selhouts and in the Modern
school as from the 1st .January next with
the piolicy of the Liheral Government a
few years ago when they actually imposed
a fee of a shilling a week for children
over the age of 14 years attending our
State schools.

lion. J1. Mtitchell: l)id we charee thie
fee ?
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The hon. mem-
bers's Government passed a regulation to
impose the fee and when a howl of indig-
nation went up throughout the country
against that action it was decided not to
enforce it. The Liberal policy at that
time, however,' was to charge poor parents
a shilling a week if their children con-
tinued at school after attaining the age
of 14 years.

Hon. J. Mlitchell: W~e did not charge
a shilling a week.

The Premier: In secondary schools you
charged fees.

MIr, E. B. JOHNSTON: In the Mlod-
ern school and in the technical schools
fees were charged by the previous Gov-
ernment and he, congratulated the present
Minister on having abolished those fees.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Plenty of money; the
Gov-erment can afford to abolish them.

Mr. E. R. JOHNSTON: Mfore impor-
tant even than that was the question of
building new schools as they were required
and he nrged the Minister to do something
at once to provide schools where there
were fewer than ten children of school
going age. The regulations at present
permitted of a school being established
only -where there would be an average at-
tendance of tenl children; tile Government
should reduce that average attendance to
at most six straight away.

The Premier: We have no intention of
doing it.

Mr. R. 3. JOHNSTON: It ought to
be (lone.

The Premier: I think it ought to he
done, hut there is a stage when we can
go so far and no farther. There is no
country in the -world which provides the
sanic amiount of education per head of
the population as Western Australia.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: It was inad-
visable to have children grow up in this
country without opportunities of learning
to read and write, and lie urged the Pre-
mier and Mitister for Education to see
whether some scheme could not he devised
to give educational facilities to small
bodies of children wherever they existed.
There were bodies of seven, eight and
nine children in some centres who to-day
were not receiving any education at all

from the State, and it would be wel] for
the Minister for Education to devise some
means of carrying free education to every
one of these children, or means of bring-
ing the children to free education so that
they could learn to read and write. That
was in his opinion the most important
thing before the Education Department
to-day, to see that not any of these chil-
dren out back were brought up in ignor-
ance. After that had been achieved he
hoped the Government would try to give
free books and material to the children in
the schools, Hle noticed that the Govern-
neiit were erecting a seondary school
on the Golden Nfile of Kalgoorlie, He
congratulated them very heartily upon the
step. One knew the trouble the Premier
had in finding money from current re-
venue for educational punrpouses, particu-
laity as the Upper House had rejected
all our rYoposalls to raise further revenue
from the wealthy, hut in spite of this fact,
lie hoped it would not deter the Govern-
muent from extending- facilities both in
regard to free primary and free second-
ary education.

The Premier: Not in the slightest.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The good ex-

ample set in starting a secondary school
at Kalgoorlie should be followed in other
centres of the State. In the Great South-
erni district Narrogin, and not Naxrrpgia
alone, hut also Wagin. Katauning, and
Albany should have free secondary
schools. He urged the Government to do
this -work as well as to find money where
there were only six or seven children to
attenid, even itf it meant increasing- the
present deficit to a much greater extent.

The Premier: Where are you going to
get money to make the deficit?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: As Treasurer
of the State, that was the Premier's bus-
iness. He ()ir. Johnston) was not per-
mitted to enlighiten him as to where that
mone-y was to come from when discussing
the Education Department, hut he did
say the Government would have to fight
die Upper House and see that just meas-
ures were h)Ut through, the rejection of
which together with bad seasons wvere
responsible for the present deficit.
WTe would have to fight another
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place and( carry' these just mecasures. In
,the meanwhile, lie hoped the Mlinister
Would contlinue his education policy and]
extend it in the two directions indicated.

Mril. 18. S 11'113 (Wagin): Would tine
Premier or thle Minuister for Education
agree to I le ailjouriiinent of this (isus-
sin as miost of the country memibers, hadl
travelled the whole of Monday night it)
order to he itresejit in Parliament? ft
was now- nearly tuiidnighit and it was
hardly fair that those who desired ito
speak should be called upon to do so at
suchl in late hour.

Trhe tliister for Educeationi it was not
possible for himu to consent at this stage
to the ho,,. mnennber's request. A lot of
time had beeii taken up and surely there
was not touch mnore to lie said. We ought
to g-o on anid finish 1this division of the
Est inates,.

M r. S. STlUBBJS: As the MXinister for
Education desired to finish the discussion
at this sittiug linc would say just a few
words in coutiection with the exlpcudituro
prop~osed to be incu~rred hiring- tine finan-
,cial year. At all events where reasonable
information was forthcoming, lie (Mr.
Stubbs) did not think inn- lion. ieniber
or any person outside could charge the
Mintister with having refused to comnply
wit!) a request for the erect ion of a schoo;l
building in order that thle children in the
outback parts should receive a fair edu-
cation. He (.Nrl. Stubbs) believed that
any mnembier of this side or thle other side
of the (Chamuber who objected to thle
spenidinig of' mone ' front tine funds- that
were 1rovided each year by this House
for the nnaintenance oif schools and tlnip
education of tine young had not the trite
interests of Western Australia at heart.
During thle course totlthe NI inister's elo-
quent address one could( u1(1 hielp feelini!
that it wvas inealt 14) Convev t hat
the party represented on tile Opposi-
tion side of I le Chlamber had in tie past
been neglectful of their duties and hadI
not given tile facilities which the preso-it
Mlinister for Education had claimed isk
party had d]one. Such at statement shoal-1
noct g'o forth without a protest. WVhen it
went aoit that the Opposition side had
threatened Blacek Wednesdlays and all

other kinds of pains and penalties in the
future, lie for one would not be a party
to permuit sutch statements to remain inn-
vhlleniged. He aIssured tilie Mlinister,
hiowever. that there would iiot he at
si nonlger supIporter in the Houise thai, himi-
self in thie direction of exjeiiditure of
nioiiey on edlutation. ThIeiefore, I'lie
charge, if it was to be levelled, could not
be levelled against him.

Ron. Frank Wilson: Nor against mue.
Mr. S. STUBRS8: Thbe leader of the

Opposition htad never said! one word
atgaist- cxipenditure for educational 1)1 r-
poises. We, as, members, were sitppos'1i
to represeiit all sections of the comnuity,
andl if lite were to remain in his place
-without answering- charges, suchi as those
which had been made during the evenin,,
of doing aniything Unfair or treatin '2 one,-
szevtioti of tile civil service differenitly
from aniother, hie would not he doing is
duty. The Premier should take the Coin-
mittee into hig confidence and say Whethor
the leader of the Opposition was jLLStifed
in tuaking the charges lie had dome that
evening.

The Premier : 1 rdnse to take notice
of theni unless they are respectfully
mnade.

Mr. S. STUBBS-: if the leader ot thle
(ioveanient and the leader of thle Op-
1iositioiil were so antagonistic to one an-
other that onte would not listen to the re-
qtsts oftile omtier across the floor of
flip Chamber-

lion. Frank Wilson :The Premuier is
woi's to cot me thten ?

Mr .STV'BBS: Trt was time that s4ort
of tiliiig was stopped in the best interests
of poitics. E'ver; meumber in the House
was actuated by a desire to be fair. He
wouldl be glad to have an assurance from
the 1 I-cnielr. 'Who was a fair and anl lion-

itrah11lc ma, that if propel' represents-
fion Wtas made to hliml through tle Lm1embe
for the district, hie would. go iiito the
es,,es of these niemn, which had been re-
ferredl to by the leader of the Opposiitionl.

The Miitrfor. pdl..ation : Why ask
thip Iltune when I anti the 'Minister for
Ediuetion?

mr q. S'rurIAS Becaulse the Pre-
,niirr kept. oiilttretn that lie would
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take no notice of the leader of the Op-
position. The statements, however,
might be passed on to the Minister for
Education who, it was felt, would see
that justic was clone.

Thne Premi~er Tinroughi the p~roper
channel, 'Yes.

Mr. S. M'lIJHIS :T he Minister for
Education would understand that there
was every justification for mentioning
the Premier's name in this matter. be-
ecause the Prenier made at statement iii
the Douse which thle leader of the Op-
potLion had orillcttged, and time Pr'emnier
hall not seen fit to say fiat the
leader oif the Opposition was wrong.
There fore, a in im pression h ad been left
on the in rds of members that there was
a istake somuewihere.

'rite Premier :l'le eire' nstartees are
not at all parallel.

M)r. S. STlUBPBS The Director of
Educantion hlad written at letter to one of
these so-called aggrieved parties to the
effect that the Premier's statement made
to the House Ihad been a mistake.

The Premier :It was pretty iper-
tinent on his part to (10 so.

Mr. S. STUBBS :Yet it was true,
and although the Director of Education
might have been indiscreet, two wrongs
would nlot mnake a1 right.

The iPreirien : It was not indiscre-
tion), it was inmpertintence.

Mr. S. STUBBRS :It might have beemi
so hut two wrongs (lid not make a right.

'fine Premutier :It is impertinence if
anl officer challenges the i'rcmuier's state-
ment: it should he thle 'Minister iii charge
of the dlepa rtnment whot should do soi.

Mrln. s. S'uI'mts :lTnen were these
men to stiffer because there had been inn-
pertianienmec! indulged in by an officer ?Irt
should not go outside tine House that ny
hot. member was guilty of doing, all in-
justiee to ar ' %one. As the Miinister for
Eduieatiomi tad declared thtamt lie was re-
stisihle, flint A inister oughit now to in-
quire ini o tlnese cases,. if they were bromurit
properly unndem his notice hy the miember
for thle district. The inem for Swan
interJected ltnat lie (.11r. Sttmbbs) had not
given time Govcrnme,1 any credit for
what they hll, done. 'Thtat was not ear-

reet bteca use it was his desire all the
wray through to give tine Government
every credit for what they had done in
the direction of educating the young.
The member for Swan had also said
sontetnl- about tie Armstrong desk.
Whnen the litotn. member was at teacher
did lie raise any objection to the style
of tite forms that hie now preached so
much against 9

lit. Underwood Oh let thme lion. mem-
ber alone.

M1r. S. STUBBS What hlad the maem-
for Pilbara to do wvithi what lie (Mr.
Stubbs) was saying. The lion, member
could say what he liked at the proper
time but lie (Mr. Stubbs) reserved to
himself tine right to challenge what had
been said by any hion. member by way of
interjection, and put questions to him
which lie might or might not choose to
answer, and when lie did that it was no
busitiess of the member for Pilbara.
He did not require the member for Pit-
hara to tell him what he wvas to do. He
knew just as mutch about the privileges of
the House as did that lion, member, and
what was more, lbe knew how to conduct
himself. The member for Pilbara, was
vey fond of interjecting wvhen he was not
wanted to interject. If that hon. member
desired] to throw him off the track he had
never rmade a bigger mistake. As a unit
of the Chaniher he objected to the charges
hurled across from side lo side. He had
never- indulged in it. He took exception
whelieron, members charged the whole of
thle Opposition ivitli doing thlings whiclt
lie ]had never clone. When ihon. miermbers
declared that unmfair things hlad beeti donie
or said, thtey should pick out the members
gnuilt ' or these things, and not charge all
of a side. He would resent any suggestion
that he desired to see teachers ground
down). During, the last couple of Years
he had been connected withn the school
board ot Wagin. and had taken a great
interest in the wvelfare of the schools dtown
there. The member for Swan (Mi'. Tur-
ve ) [tad referred alnost exclusivelyv to
miale teachers. It should he rernenibered
that there was a large niumber of ladyv
teachers dowtn thle Great Southern doing
work of quite ats high at value as that lier--
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formed by male teachers. The point had
been raised of subsidies to schools. Re-
cently lie, in company with the Minister
for Works, bad enjoyed the pleasure of
listening to an entertainment iii the Dum-
bleymig school, the children of which had,
by a series of such entertainments and by
personal subscription, succeeded in pro-
viding an organ for the school. The lady
teacher of that school had also interested
the children in gardening and in many
other studies not included in the eurriell-
hint. The Minister for Education stood
for congratulation on the good work he
was doing. At the same time, while the
Minister was doing that good work, it
shonld not be allowed to go forth to the
Stale that the Labour Government had
done all the building of schools in agri-
cultural and other districts. Surely pre-
vious Administrations had done their
share. It was to be hoped the amount of
money' asked for would be readily ranted.
Certainly there would be no protest on
the Opu~osition side against the vote,

31r. FOLEY (Mt. Leonora) : The Gov-
ernment were deserving of thanks for
what theyv had done in respect to the out-
back sc-hools. To this regard the present
Minister had dlone more than any of his
predeessors. The manual c~asses and the
Eeenindarvschools bad inculcated a better
syste'm of discipline, and instilled into the
children the desgire to attend school, thus
lessening- the work of the inspector. On
a recent visit he had found the same sys-
temi in vugruc in the metropolitan schools.
one splendid system which was being im-
proved iupoli every month was the making
of the children bodily fit, so that they
could lie mientally fit. The Minister bad
taken a wise couirse in abolishing nil fees
at the technical schools and the Modern
School. In this regard the Minister was
olppos)ed to the policy of the leader of the
Opposition, for during the life of this
Patliament the leader of the Opoposition
had ques-tioned the wisdomi of the aboli-
tion of fees at the technical schools and at
the Moderin School. The Minister had ac-
Pelited wise suggestions, no matter
whether they emanated from teachers,
from the children, or from laymen in the
sieet. The Minister had placed goldfields

teachers, in a better position than that
previously enjoyed. [a some of the re-
mote (listricts the school teachers,' under
the present Adtministration, could secure
an essential trip to the coast. The mem-
ber for Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs) was, in
accord with the Minister in his endeavour
to forward the education movement, Al-
though the member for Wagin had said
that the Minister for Education would
find him a staunch supporter of all edn-
cgtional matters, that hon. member's atten-
tion should be drawn to the fact that
there were at least three or four other
members of the Opposition opposed to the
Policy of the present Government, Those
three or four members had been as loud
in their protests against their own party
when it was desired to place a tax of a
shilling a week on children of the age of
14, and two shillings a week on children
of the' age of 15. Those gentlemen bad
stoutly resented this, but the party to
which the hon. member for Wagin owed
his allegiance mnade the rote a party one,
and those hon. members had voted in
direct opposition to their speeches.
'Messrs. Carson, Veryard, and Ewing on
that occasion had voted against their own
opinions, but he did not 'believe the mem-
ber for Warin wumld do that sort of
thing. He was glad to support
a Government that believed in free
and unfettered education, and lie
trusted that whatever party was in
power, a system of free secular education
would always obtain in this State. If
that were. done no individual, party, or in-
stitution could ask for more, and then if
people were nut satisfi cc with the edu-
r~ation which the State wa; imparting they
could send their children elsewhere. He
was not going to discuss the subject of
the retiring allowance to the mnember for
Swan, except to say that althoughi the
Director of Education in a written reply
had stated tiat the Premier had made a
mnistake in an answer given in this Cham-
ber. that officer himself had on one oc-
casion been indiscreet acid mnade a mistake.
He would just as sooii take the statement
of the Premier or the 'Minister for Edu-
cation as that of the Director of Educa-
tion. Indeed this was a question which
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the Minister as head of the department
should decide. On one occasion when a
Rhodes scholar was to be selected the
Director of Education had told one boy
*a certain thing and] had found out after-
wards [ist he Itad] made a mistake. but
that mistake had been the means of de-
barring that lad from using the talents
which hie undoubtedly possessed. He men-
tioned that instance just to show that al-
though the Director of Education charged
the Premier with having made a mistake,
be also was capable of making a mistake.
He could not allow this opportunity to go
by without expressing the appreciation of
himself and of his outback constituents of
the good work which tile Government had
undoubtedly done in' giving educational
facilities to the mien who were doing so
much to open up the State, irrespective of
whether they were engaged in fanining,
mining, or any other industry. -

12 o'clock-, midnight.
Mr. A. E. PIESSE (Kattanning):

Members were at olie in thie desire to see
this important department progress. Their
only regret was that the funds at the dis-
posal of the Mlinister were not sufficient
to enable those in control of the depart-
ment to do all the 'y desired. He appreci-
ated the effort put forward h ' the die-
lpart ment durn g past years. and wvhilst
some little complaint might be made in
regard lo the nohl-provisioll of those
educational facilities wvbich were desired
in country districts, lie felt sure that the
Director of Education and the officers of
that department had d]one a very great
deal, considering the small amount of
money- they' had at their disposal. He
referred more particularl 'y to the delay,
in the erection of some of the countryv
schools, especially in new centres where
settlement had taken place during the
last two or three Nears. ('osinderable de-
lay hod( taken place in sonme instances in
the erection of school buildigs, and lie
thouehit the blame could he rightl y laid
at the door of the Works Department.
Vexatious delay' took place in the lpre-
paration of illans and the calling of tend-
ers. and that retarded the erection of the
necessary buildings. He felt sure that
the Minister realised the importance of

providing those educational facilities as
q uiekl'v its possible in outlying p~laces.
The people who wvent hack into the new
(list ri its were very often forced I.o leave
t heir wiveq and families in the larger
towns, thereby necessitating tile expense
of keeping up' two homes. Several in-
stances had been brought under his notice
of these delays having taken place and
he hoped the Minister for Education
would endeavour to make his colleague
get a move on ini the erection of new
school buildings. Tit some instances he
knew that the lack of funds lied been the
cause of delay, and he regretted that
during last year for some time there had
beeni a cessation of building in conniec-
ti onl with new schools. However, he was
glad to know that the Premier had been
able to anticipate the vote and was pre-
pared to go on with the erection of
schools which were necessary in the new
districts. The provision for primary and
secondairy school scholarships in country
districts would be very much appreciated
in the outlying centres, particularly when
it was remembered that the advantages of
the bulk of the scholarships were avail-
able mostly to the children attending the
schools in the City and in the larger
centres of population. He was pleased
that the Minister had made provision
for the reservation of a number of these
scholarships arid hie hoped he would go
further and provide a larger proportion
for the country schools. People living in
Ihe country districts laboured tinder a
very great disadvantage as compared with
those more favourably situated who lived
in the City arid in other large centres of
population. The Minister's first duty
should be to these small schools and to
provide facilities for the people who were
.away out in the newer settled districts.
The conditions under which schools; could
be established wvere very liberal, but the
Governierit might go further, even if
they had to suspend sonme of the privi-
leges and advantages so freely given in
the City in order to first of aill provide
primary education iii those districts where
only small numbers of childreii could
attend. A great deal had been done for
the City by providing secondary -school
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scholarships. by providing secondary
schools and by providing education at
the University free, hut a little more at-
tention and consideration might he given
to the larger towns in the aeiultnral
districts where higher education should
he provided and where a little mnore atten-
tiorp mighit be given to household manage-
ment classes. In many of the large agri-
cultnrat towns there were not even house-
hold management classes. The Katanning
schuol bad an attendance of over 300
children and there was no household
management class iii that school. He
understood that the department was about
to provide such a class, but a school of
this4 size should have such a class and
there were schools in other centres, such
as Wagin and Narrogin, which ought to
have these facilities. He did not see why
all these advantages should apply only to
the City. It was quite right to perfect
the system of education, but the depart-
ment owed a dut 'y to thle large towns in
thle country the residents of which had
not thle advantages which their fellows
in the City enjoyed, of sending their
children to school to secure the very best
education possible. to obtain in the State
free of cost. If counitry people wished
their children to obtain this higher educa-
tion it became costly and thus children
in ninny cases -were precluded from ob-
taining the higher education which was
so easily obtained in the City free of cost.
Therefore, the tinister should bear in
mind the clain,, of the larger towns, and
besides providing for the continuation
schools and sPcondary school scholarships-
he ought to use every endeavour to pro-
vide the larger towns in the agricultuiral
districts with the other facilities oF house-
hold management classes for girls. MuIch
had heen said about our teachers and too
nich could not he said in their praise.
particularly thle teachers in the country-
districts. A great deal remained to he
done by the Minister in the direction of
reducing the nnmber of scholars in some
of the classes. "Many of the classes were
too large. Ta some cases there were
classes numbering 50, 60, and '70 children
being taken by one teacher. Such classes
were too large. It was quite impossible

for a teacher, no matter how goodl Ile or
she might be, to give the necessary teach-
iag to those children and in the manner
-which hon. members desired it should be-
gaiven. He had no desire to delay the
Committee more than to say that he gave
credit to past Governments for all they
had done in the direction of edneation for
the children of this State and also to the
present Government. The present Mili-
ister had shown a very keen interest iii
the administration of this department and
everyone appreciated his efforts in the
direction of perfecting the education sys-
temn. This department should be too im-
portaut to permit of the question heing
raised as to which party had done the
most for it.

The Minister for Education : 1 never
raised that question.

Mr. A. E. PIESSE: Or as ito which
party was doing the most. There was an
important and sacred duty onl the shoul-
ders of any Government and any 'Minister
controlling the department to see that t he
very best was done with the means at 01.11

disposal.
Hon. J. METCHELL (Northam) : The

lateness of the hour and the small attend-
alice of members in the Chamber did not
trouble him. He agreed that the Minister
was doing good work. It was quite a re-
lief to get away from a dep~artment which
had involved so much controversy and to
get down to a department upon which all
so ivell agreed. The Minister had done a
gzood deal for alucation; lit, lhad increased
thle vote by a very considerable amount.
ParWliament hjadi agreed that a certain
thing should be done for the people of
the State and the Minister should f ulfil
the obligation thrust uponl him. Apart;
from that, every hon. member realised
thle value of educjation to the people. He
hoped that aricultural education would
receive the 'Minister"s attention. Tt was
probably far more important to gXel a
good agriculturall secondary school going
than to get a free university.

Thle Miinister for' Eiducation: M ore im-
portant.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: With the Min-
ister's remark he agreed. The people who
were now applauding our free University
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would find that for them the University
meant very little indeed because they
would not be able to reach it, and they
would see the University filled wvith stu-
dents who could well afford to pay. It
was known that the Government were
charged with the responsibility of provid-
ing that University with sufficient funds
t'o enable it to carry on, and it would he
almost impossible to do what he would
like to see done throughout the State,
particularly in regard to agricultural
education. He felt that young children
should be trained so far as possible to fit
them for the life they would have to foli -
low. Children in the country districts
should he taught about the land, other-
wise they would leave the land, It would
be a good thing if the Minister could see
his way to establish an agricultural col-
lege at Northami on lines similar to the
agricultural college at Ballarat, where
they had practical training on a small
farm with classrooms~ and laboratories,
and where the scientific teaching was not
confined to the few wvhom they could put
lip at their fann building, but was avail-
able to the whole of the boys around Bat-
larat, It should be the same at Northam.
If the Mlinister put an agricultural co!-
lege at Northam he would find it would
have a large attendance, and the same
would be the case with agricultural col-
leges at other large centres. He wanted
to impress fapon the Minister the neces-
sity' for the training of agriculturists just
as the Minister was providing free edu-
cation at the miners' school at IKalgoorlie.
The Minister would find, if he turned up
the files at the Lands; Department, that
the matter was looked into in his (Mir.
Mlitchell's) time. A file was started and
the M1%inister for Education would find a
good deal of information in that file
which. would be useful to him. The hon.
,member for Swan (kl r. Turvey) had
missed the opportunity of his life. He
mistook the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition for an attack upon himself,
The lion. member would hare been well
adv'ised to hare said "I agree with the
leader of the Opposition; if it was right
that I -should have this retiring allow-
ance, it is, right that these other gentle-
men should have it." That would have

been the correct attitude for the hion.
member to have taken up. It was not
possible for him to defend the depart-
ment in its attitude to other teachers who
were leaving. One knew the bon. member
was conscientious and that -when he took
that allowaince lie believed he was en-
titled to it. He (Mr. Mitchell) believed
that others were entitI~d to an allowance
when leaving the department. If a man
was entitled at a certain age to draw a
certain amount lie was allowed to draw
it because during the whole course of his
service something was deducted so that he
could get the allowance later on. There-
fore, when a man retired at 40, the pox-
tion he was entitled to should be paid to
him. He had no objection to it being
paid to the hon. member so long as the
satme was available to others in a similar

The Minister for Education: It is to
all in exactly the seine position.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: A system which
demanded that a man should get into
Parliament to get his allowance was ob-
jectionable. If one of these gentlemen
who had been refused could get someone
who had a very safe seat,. say the hon.
member for Katanning (Mr. A. E.
Pievae) to lend him his seat for a week
or so, would the Minister for Education
pay him his retiring allowance?!

The Minister for Education:- That is
not the position.

lion. J. AMTCHELT: Thai was en-
tirely the position.

The Minister for Edocation: No, it is
njot; excuse me saying so.

Hon. J. MITTCHELL,: The other day
someone camne to him who had retired
from the department and said "What am

[going to do, I cannot get my retiring-
allowance? He (Air. Mlitchiell) said
"You had better get into Parliament."
The hon. member for Swan had missed
his opportunity in connection with this
discussion. The point was that there
wer-e three officers, of the Railway De-
partment and the hon. member who had
desired to become inembers of Parlia-
ment. The Commissioner had given the
three railway officer-, leave and they were
away electioneering. The present leader
of the Opposition, who was then Pre-
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mier, had no choice, of course, but to
agree that they might stanid.

Mr. Turvey: Were they not dismissed
firsti

Hon. . .1 MTCHELL: No doubt they
were, but had it withdrawn.

Mr. Lewis: I was not on leave.
The Premier-; The hon. member for

Northamn floes not know the facts.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: One of these

gentlemen got into Parliament and was
here now and the other two were rein-
stated.

The Premier: They were reinstated be-
fore the electijolts.

Hon. .1. -MITCHELL: They hail
special leave to contest the election.

The Premier; Yes, leave wfithout pay.
Hon. J. -MITCHELL: The hon. mem-

ber for Swan apparently did not support
the request of others for a retiring allow-
aonce which lie himself had enjoyed.

Mr. Turvey: Who told you that?
Hon. J1. 'MITCHELL: Because the hon.

inember attacked the leader of the Op-
posilion who was endeavouring to get for
these people a retiring allowance. No
attack had been made on the lion. member
for Swan.

The Premier: Each time these Esti-
mates are introduced lie raises the same
question.

Hon. J. 1([TCHWI 2 L: Unless there
was going to hie the same treatment the
thing mu~st be brought up time and again.

The Premier: The circumstances are
not the samei. Parker w'as leaving for
the purpose of going on is land.

Hon. J. MTTCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber for Swan left to come here.

The Premier: No, hie was saced~ before
the election.

H~on. J. MITCHELL: Then the hon.
member might retire, return the £79, and
begin all over again. The hon. member
for Swan was dismissed but brought
about that dismissal himself, he having
been told that he could not become a can-
didate so long as he was serving the
department. Then he said, "I will do
as I please," and away he went.

Mr. Tnrvey : I did nothing of the
kind. Find out the facts before you
speak about it.

lon. J. MITCHELL : What did the
lion, member do then 1 H~e stood for
Parliament knowing ful~l well what the
consequences wvould be.

The Premier : Supposing lie had been
defeated. At the time he nominated it
was not known whether he would win or
lose.

Ion. J. MIRl.CHELL :This gentleman
was in the service when lie stood for
Parliament ?

rrhe Premier : Is that an offence ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The hon. me',,-
her knew the risk hie von. He knew the
same thing applied to every civil ser-
vant, and the treatment which had been
meted out to him should now be meted
out to other civil servants similarly
placed.

The Minister for Education. When
the cases are on all-fours they will re-
ceive support.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Then it has
been said that -the then Government had
had a picnic somewhere. The Premier
knew well that the members of the
House went to Rottuest.

The Premier : I1 was not one of those
Who consumed whiskyv.

Hon. J. MlITCHELL :It was surpris-
ing that the lion. member should have
brought tip such a matter in Parliament.
Then there was the motor car which the
leader of thke Opposition had. He had
known thle hon,. Umemnber for a long time,
and lie had never known him to make
the fatal mistake lie had made on this
occasion. His advice to the hon. mem-
ber was io endeavour to bring the Gov-
erment to a reasonable frame of mind
and to get them to agree that therc
should not he a preference to members
of Parliament.

The Premier : We have done that
right through.

Hot,. J. MITCHELL : When a aman
became a member of Parliament he
should not get special advantages.

The Premier : Neither he does.
Rion. J. MITCHELL : But that was

done in this case.
T he Minister for Education :The

only advantage he gained was through

2722



[18 NOVEmBER, 1913.J]72

being sacked from the Education De-
partment.

lion. J. MITCHELL : That was not
so at all, and the lion, member might
have reinstated him if lie had not been
elected. But after the lion, member for
Swan became a member of Parliament he
got his retiring allowance.

Tine Minister for Education : After
havit been sacked.

lHon. J. ?vflTCHElI, : Others had an
equal right to such an allowance.

The Minister for Education : Tell
me the names of tine people who have
been sacked and who are asking for this
allowance I

Ron, J. MITCHELL :There was no
use quibbling about such a matter. Here
was oine of ourselves who had received
speeial treatment, and it was treatment
which had been refused to others.

The Premier : You do not know the
meaning of the words you are using.

Hen. J. .MITCIIELL :The Minister
for Education should treat the others
whio had been retired from the service
just as [he member for Swan had been
treated.

Mr. Turvey :You acknowledge that
I was entitled to it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The gentlemen
who retired from the civil service should
get what was due to them.

Mr. Ttirvey : What are you crying
about ?

Hon. J. MITCHEaLL :There was no
ervin'- about anything. Instead of sup.
portin ' L the claims of others the member
for Swan hiad defeated himself by in-
dulging in an attack upon the previous
Administration, anl attack which was
nf air a nil aiiwaled for, and] which lie

xvumild fit'1 when lie sawv it in cold print
was no reply at all.

Mr. Tttrvey : You will find that I said
T had no( objection to others receiving
similar treatment, and the lion. member
should withdraw his remarks.

Hon. J1. MINTTCHELL: Anything that
might hip regarded hr the hion. member
as offensive would be withdrawn. but he
had declared that bie had no objection
to others getting what he got himself

under similar conditions. Would the
Premier lead his very safe ticket to these
other gentlemen ?

The Minister for Education: Put them
exactly in the same position and we will
treat them in the same way.

The Premier :Any public servant
who desires to stand for Parliament will
get leave %vith no restriction whatever
from this Giovernment.

Bon. J. MITCHELL :But the posi-
tion was that there were others who
wanted this retiring allowance.

The Premier : They will get it if we
dismiss them.

Homi. J. MITCHELL : The position
should be perfectly patent to everyone,
and the Premier's wording would make
it clearer than ever that the conditions
these others were called upon to fulfill
could never be fulfilled. They could not
get into the position which was now
occupied by' the member for Swan.

Mr. Turvey : They were not dismissed
by this Government as I was by yourst.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The attitude the
Government hadl taken up in this matter
was to be regretted.

The Premier: A lot you care.
Hon. J1. MITCHELL: The Premier

could be assured that be was distressed
indeed.

The Premier: Do you claim that if a
person leaves the service voluntarily for
the purpose of going into another walk of
life we should pay him a retiring allow-
ancel

I-on. J. MITCHELL,: if it wvas good in
the case of the member for Swan. cer-
tainly.

The Premier: Answer my question.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Thiis retiring at-

lowanec was part of the consideration
to hie paid for services rendered, and it
did not matter when the man retired.

The Premier: You introduced retrench-
mnt in your time, andl these persons had
to battle for months to get their allow-
nrce?.

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: If it x"cre right
for one lion, member it was right for
every otie else retiring from the Public
Service. Except in this one respect he
was in accord with the Minister in the
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work being done. The Minister was
wrong in resisting claims from gentlemen
retired from the service when he had
shown so -much less resistance to others
forttuiate enough to be returned to tile
Legislative Assembly. He blamed the
Government for their inconsistency in this
respect. Hie hoped the member for Swan
would agree that what that bon. memher
enjoyed should be enjoyed by every per-
son in the public service.

.Mr. LEWIS (Canning) :The work p~er-
formed by the Minister for 1,Iitcatioii1
was excellent. 'Tue Minister had proved
himself to be at wimole-souled enthusiast
in the matter of education. It would be
impossible to get a better Minister For
the purpose. The incident of the grant-
ing of a retiring allowance to the mem-
her for Swan had. been misrepresented.
He proposed to give the Facts of tile late
general election so far as depai-tnental
officers were concerned. There was no
analogy in the case presented by the
Leader of the Opposition and the (-ase
of I hie niember for Swaun. bevause tlic
weatber for Swan hadl lbeen dismissed, and
therefore was enit iled to ceniisatioii.
whereas thle others hall retired (if their
mi-n accord. The Leader of t1e Opiposi .-
I ion had preached a lot about fair treat-
ment. hut flint hl. niemnber had failed to
pratice it when lie had an opp ortunit..
He (Mr. Lewis). I ogether with the late
mnember for fleraldt., andI Mr. IBirehell.
imembter for Fiernant he in thc House OF
Reipresentatives. tIhen all officers of the
Railw~av Department, hall contested seats
at thme late general election. The then
Premier (Hon. Fnnlk Wilsoni) was at
Cranbrook. and fearing a reverse at the
elections. and righltly interpreting the
writing oil tilie wval I"'thIy pol itical scal p
will he reilaired" had proceeded to sum
til Ile (,hanices in the (differenit electo-
rates. There was Canning, Claremont, and
('reraldton, three seats being coitested by
railway men, and it looked as though
those railway men were going to win. The
question was lhow' to block them. There-
Opon the then Premier had wired from
Cranbrook-this wire had not been sent
throozlh the Railway Department because
the lien Premier knew that the railway
me,, would -tom impart the information.

Holl. 3. Mitchell: Is the hon. member in
order in reflecting on the railway metal

dr. LEWIS: The then Premier had
sent. a telegrapihic~ message through time
post ofice at Cranbrook to the Conmmits-
siomer of Railways, thus sheltering himi-
self behind the Commisioner who, in ae-
cordance with the telegramn, had called
the three departmental candidates to-
gether at 10 o'clock on the Saturdtiy
morning and, reminding them that nomi-
nations wvould close Iwo hurs later, jnt i-
nmated t mat if any of the three lodged at
nomination his disumissal from the ser-
vice would follow. The three officers,
affected thrashed out th li atter with the
Conmmissioner, who at first had said lie
was acting- onl instructions, hut later, when
assured by the thbree candidates that they
'lid not blame himI, lie had said, "Well.
never mind about that." The three ofl-
els had duly lodged their nominations-
and received their di3smissals in writing.
Time railway conference was sitting at the
ime. and strailfhtw' iv Ili 'ey reported the

matuder to the conferenee, aid so created
a slik which wvould undoubtedly have
fired at train right I broni the seflvice
auraimast the tyranny of the late Adminisi-
I ration, thea members of wyhich to-night
were preaching fair play and justice, almid
arserting- that the presenit Government
ought I o treat t ci r olficers fairly' and
sqiuarely On thea Sunday roillowiiig that
nomnination (ly thle S~unday Times had
co~me out with ai si r..il aticle oin the in-
cident, and onl the loiiday ' mtorning the
three dismissed olleers received a wire
fromi thle department cncelling the iii-
structions issued ont the Satuirday. The
then P'remiier, real isiig thit his cake was
dough, had backed down qluick and lively.
Yet to-night we had the Leader of thle
Opposition and the member for Northam
talking about fair treatment. Why bv ad
they not practised it when they had the
chance? A good deal of capital had been
made out of the retiring allowance for
the meniber for Swan; bitt the differencve
betwmmeen him and the three railway officer-'
hond been that those officers had a power-
fuI] Organisation to back them tip, where-
a.s the ineniber for Swan had nothing of
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the sort, and, therefore, the late Adminis-
tration had taken advantage of him and
kicked hirn out 'of the service. 'The cir-
ceumstances hie had related- were the true
facts concerning the lpublic servants com-
peting at thle late' general elections,

Thle Premier: It is doubtful if the ac-
tion of the t'ommissioncr of Railways was
iiot against the electoral laws.

Mr, l'MW 1: 'rThe railway organ isa-
tion had seeured legal opinion onl the
point onl (lie Saturday morning, and that
-olpinion was decidedlyN against thie action
-of thle (Joveriienit. No doubt the GoN-
emninent also had secutred legal opinion
-on the Saturday or the Sunday for those
men were reinstated on the Monday morn-
ing. The memiber for Northam (Hon. .
Mitehell) had said that those officers had
Ibeen onl leave. Hie (11r. Lewis) was not
on leave: lie was workingl oil nlight shift
At the time. Mr, l)oolev% also had been at
work, and his dismissal had heeii wired
from Perth to Gerald ton, but on account
of the action taken by the men's organi-
sation, which was the n sitting in confer-
ence, Mr. Dooley had been reinstated on
the Monday morning. The Leader of the
Opposition. wheii speaking at Gceraldton
in eulogy of the late mnember's services.
did not mention how hie had treated the
late member on one occasion when that
gentleman was a railway employee and
,came forward as a political opponent.

The WMNSTER FOR EDUCATION
(in reply) : In regard to the p~ayment

,made to the memnber for Swan (Mr. Tnr-.
vey). the fact of his being- a member of
Parliament had cntered in no way into
,consideration. There was the case as re-
lated by the member for Canning (Mr.
Lewis) and other cases of that character,
-which at that time were tinder the
consideration of all right-thinking men.
An ahsolnte injustice had been done..
Railway employees had been sacked, lint
-afterwards the dismissal had bean with-
drawn. A school teacher had been sacked.
but the dismiss;al hand not been withdrawn.
Treatment of that kind, absolutely unjut
and unfair, required compensation of
sonic kind. It was the nisual thing in our
'world of business. A man was robbed]
by somie action of some personl. aind hie

had a iight to some redress or compeiisa-
tioji. That which had been given to the
hon. member was nothing more than dam-
ages for wrongful dismissal-althongh
it took the form of ai' allowane-a sort
of settleimnt of the case Out Of Couirt. He
(the Minister for Education) had the
timi6 consideration of the matter, and thoico
were the grounds onl which lie had consid-
ered it. 'T'e paynient made to Mr. Tin--
vey, iii his opinion, took the formn of teiii-

pensation for wrongful dismissal. and
more particularly was thmat hi uirse I evos-
sary because the overment hadl resolved
before the election took place, and be-
fore ever this ense had arisen, that if
thley d (id onic ito powver the hpriiicip!c
of political liberty f or all rh-il servaInt-
shiould be recog-nised. He had put 111) 'h10
recommendation anid Cabinet had aip-
piroved of it. The lion. member for Swan
asn aprivale ritizem had received ilijur 'y
throughi wrongful dismiissal and conpen-
sation was gi'eam that was a different
thing" altogether from a retifrig allow-
ance. Having made that explanation he
did iiot think he need say any more ex-
cept to express pileasure at seeing all
members in agreement in praising lie
good work done by the inspectoirial stall,
the teachers, and all concerned, to make
the education system as successful as pos-
sible.

This concluded the general debate on
the Estimiates of thie Education Depart-
mecnt: item discussed as follows:

'Item., mnanual training, cookery. staff..
£3,453:

Mr. A. E,. PIESSE: What was the in-
ten Lion of the department in r-egardl to
the provisioii of manuial trainliiig and1
household management classes in the
larger country towns, such as Katanning.'
Wagin and Narrogin 9 A promise hitLE
been mnade, some time ago that these
classes wouild he extended to pilaces like
Katanning.

Time 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION7 :
'It was the intention to push forward the
extension of the training colleges and-
secon daryv schools wherever the growth
*)f population warranted suchl a Potirsex
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Mr. A. E. l'iesse: The expense would
nbi be large in connection with these cook-
ery classes.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
All these extensions could not be done at
once. Good work was being done at Fre-
mantle, and a start had been made at
Kalgoorlie.

.Ur. A. E. Piesse: There is an inclina-
tion to centralise everything.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
All places could niot receive attention to-
gether. If the hon. member would see
him about the mnatter when he had the
filies available he would go into it thor-
oughly. The bon. member's district would
not be slighted, hut every case would
stand on its merits.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Could not the Miii-
ister see his way clear to introduce a Ss-
tern of agricultural classes in country and
goldfields centres?

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
manual training and cookery.

Mr. S. STU1RBS: If it was not pos-
sible to discuss the provision of oppor-
tunities for agricultnral training, he
would support the request made by
the member for Katanning. Hie
hoped the Minister would see his way
clear to bring that system into effect in
all the larger schools along the Great
Southern from Pingelly to Albany.

The*MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There was already provided on the Esti-
mates a sum of £800 for the extension
of manual training and cookery classes,
and all the centres would receive consid-
erulion on their merits.

Vote put and passed.
This completed the Estimates of the

Edneatiom Department.
Progress reported.

1 o'clock a.m.

BILT-,-N1VERSITY LANDS.
Order of the Day read for the resump-

tion from 28th October of the debate on
the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 1.1 a.m. (Wed'neS-
day.)

legislative cLouncil,,
Wednesday, 19th November, 1913.
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Legal Pmttoe ct Amendment, Corn,,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Report of'
the IFremantle Harbour Trust for the year
ended 30th June, 1913.

BILL-SUPPLY (_No. 3), £687,770.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Eon.
J. M. Drew) in moving the second read-
ing said: A Supply Bill is necessary to
meet the expenditure for the current
month, that is uip to the 30th November
on Revenue and Loan Account, the
amounts required being £337,770 on Rev-
enue Account and £250,000 on Loan Ac-
count. The distribution of revenue will
be in accordance with the Estimates now
before another place and expected to be
here within the nest fortnight, and the
£C250,000 on Loan Account will be dis-
tributed in accordance with the schedule
of the Loan Act sanctioned by Parlia-
ment. There is £100,000 on Loan Sus-
pense. This money* is required, for the
Agricultural Bank and Workers' Homes.
I beg to move-

That the Bill be nowc read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported wvithout amendment, and
the rep~ort adopted.
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